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THEOLOGICAL. 


TO THE PATRONS OF THE GOSPEL 


ADVOCATE. 


AT the commencement of a new year, 
e conductors of the Gospel Advocate 
onsider it as a fit occasion to implore 
he blessing of almighty God upon their 
uture labours, and to express their 
rratitude to him, that he hath been 
yleased to prosper their past exertions. 
In saying that their exertions have 
been prospered, they wish not to 
e understood as magnifying their 
merits or their success. A periodical 
hublication like theirs has, in its in- 
ancy, to struggle with many disad- 
antages. Expenses constantly accu- 
mulating, which the increase of sub- 
criptions does not equal, until the 
haracter of the work is established, 
euder its fate precarious; and in most 
ases it is not till the expiration of the 
irst year, that any calculation can be 
ormed, as to the probability of its 
permanence. In the case of the Gos- 
el Advocate, therefore, the conductors 
eel themselves much encouraged by 
that notwithstanding 
he low prices at which it has been 
old, the number of subscribers is near- 
adequate to the expenses. The 
patronage of the publick, has been 
bradually increasing, from month to 
onth, and the work is beginning to 
irculate in the extremities of the union, 
‘hat is of still more consequence, it has 
met with the approbation, wherever it has 
ADVOCATE, VOL. I. 


been extended, of those whose praise the 
conductors would most covet; and qui 
mated bg such encouragements, 
enter on the duties of their sec: x) 
year, in the confident expectation that 
both the subscribers, and the distant 
contributors to their work, will increase 
their patronage, and with prayer to 
the almighty Source of light and love, 
that he, without whose aid all labours 
would be ineffectual, will be pleased 
to illuminate, and guide, aiid control 
them. 

To promote the honour of God's holy 
name, and the knowledge and reve- 
rence of his holy word, it will be, as 
it has been, their endeavour, to guard 
themselves, upon every subject, against 
the narrow feelings of party ; and to 
take an expanded and liberal view of 
all that ts connected with the Christian 
religion. When they speak of liberali- 
ty, however, they wish to be understood 
in the proper sense of that much abused 
term. By expanded and liberal views, 
they mean those views of Christian 
doctrine, discipline and worship, which 
result from an examination of the whole 
Christian church, as it has existed 
all ages, and im all places. The mo- 
ment men confine-their views to the 
habits and practices of the small spot 
which they themselves inhabit, their 
vision becomes contracted. ‘The small- 
est of their own observances appear to 

as important ag the first principles 
of the doctrine of Christ; and the con- 


they 
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sequence is, that they become either 
so blindly prejudiced as to think noth- 
ing right but what they themselves be- 
lieve and practise, or so indiscrimi- 
nately latitudinarian as to be indiffer- 
ent to all, and put the smallest and the 
weightiest matters of religion on the 
same level. In either case, all inquiry 
is precluded. Contempt, before exam- 
nation, effectually prevents the renun- 
ciation of errour, and the acquisition 
of truth. 

To that liberality, then, which is, 
in fact, an indifference ‘to relizious 
truth, they lay no claim. Where 
there are so many discordant opinions, 
they can neither consider all as equally 
right, nor can they think it a matter 
ot little consequence, what religious 
sentiments are adopted. In their view 
the scriptures are to be approached 
with awlul reverence; and examined, 
and searched into, with all the ligh‘s 
which the Christian church can afford, 
and with a continual recollection that 


we shall render an account at the bar 
of God, for the manner in which we 


interpret his word. 

When the points about which men 
difer, are contessedly of small impor- 
tance; or when they are such as de- 
rend upon human judgment, then 
diversity of sentiment is to be borne 
with mutual toleration, and Christians 
zre bound by the most sacred obliga- 
tions not tg separate from each other. 
«Men doseparate themselves,”’ says 
Hwoker, “ either by heresy, schism, or 
apostacy. If they loose the bond of 
faith,which then they are justly suppos- 
ed to do, when they frowardly oppugn 
any principal point of Christian doc- 
trine, this is to separate themseives by 
heresy. Uf they break the bond of 
unity, whereby the body of the church 
is coupled and knit in one, as they do 
which wilfully forsake all external com- 
munion with saints in holy exercises, 
purely and orderly established in the 
church, this is to separate themselves 
by schism. If they willingly cast off 
and utterly forsake both profession of 


To the Patrons of the Gospel Advocate. 
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Christ and communion with Christians 
taking their leave of all religion, this 
is to separate themselves by plain 
apostacy.”” (Serm. on St. Jude.) The 
unity of the Christian church, therefore! 
in its external communion and order, 
the conductors of the.Gospel Advocate 
consider as essential to the promotion off 
godliness; and any principle whichj : 
tends to perpetuate the divisions now 
existing among Christians is, in thei 
view, fraught with incalculable evils, 
It is not, then, the spirit of party, 
but a spirit which would blend and 
harmonize all parties, which leads 
them to insist upon the necessity o! 
external order. It is a deep convic- 
tion, founded on the declarations off 
God, and the experience of ages, that 
schism is the parent of confusion, and 
the greatest impediment to the progress 
of the Christian faith. Like the build. 
ers on the walls of Jerusalem,who held 
a weapon in one hand, and wrought} ' 
with the other, half the energy of our 
lives is lost in the labour of defence. 
If Christians were united ; if priesthood§ 
were not erected against priesthood, 
and altar against altar; how much 
would the cultivation of religious aflec- 
tions be enlarged, and how muchf 
stronger would be our efforts for the 
extension of the Redeemer's kingdom ! 
But while the conductors of the Gos-P* 
pel Advocate lament that the unholy 
passions of men have thrown so many 
obstacles into the path of Christianity,] 
they are are not so visionary as to sup-§ 
pose that an immediate stop can be puti* 
to these disorders. That there will be 
a time, when not only political animo- 
sities will cease, but when the weapons 
of religious warfare will also be ex- 
changed for the implements of God’s 
husbandry, they firmly believe ; but 
the time is not yet; and while the great 
principles of Christianity are warmly 
and obstinately assailed, they consi- 
der it as their duty to put on the 
armour of God, and contend earnestly 
for the faith once delivered to the 
saints. Yor religious controversy, as 
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uch, they have no relish, and if called 
o engage in it, will do so with reluc- 
ance; but they should consider them- 
elves as betraying their trust, if they 
lid not point out, whenever occasion 
equires, the dangers which menace 
heir faith; if they did not endeavour 
o detect the covert-approaches of in- 
idious errour; if they did not fortify 
ve points of attack; if they did not 
ntter the cry of the sentinel upon the 
watch-tower, and rouse their fellow 
hristians from the slumbers of igno- 
ance and apathy. 

Happy shall they think themselves 
shen they.can be permitted to imitate 
he example of the illustrious Roman 
hictator,* by retiring from the combat 
a the labours of the field. Happy 
hall they think themselves when they 
an be occupied solely in gathering 
hose fruits of the tree of life, which 
pre for the healing of the nations, and 
yhich will make men live for ever. 


For the Gospel Advocate. 


EMARKS ON THE WORD Noms, AS IT 
OCCURS IN THE ANARTHROUS FORM IN 
ST. PAUL’S EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 


Ir was, I believe, with no smal] feel- 
ngs of delight, that every lover of the 
jreek language welcomed some years 
go the appearance of bishop Middie- 


Bton’s acute and elaborate work, on the 


mafure and uses of the article. The 
knowledge before that time’ revealed 
on this most interesting philological 
point, was extremely scanty and unde- 
fined; and. where truth did in reality 
exist, it was not systematized into any 
methodical rules. Our learned author, 
ondensing all that was best from the 
materials already afloat, reducing it to 
one comprehensive plan, and adding to 
the stock the fruits of his own observa- 
tion, has formed a book of reference for 
the classical scholar, and the critical 


® Cincinnatus. 
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investigator, of which they will easily 
understand the value. 

It is not, however, to these alone 
that its advantages are confined; it 
was, therefore, equally hailed by the 
admirers of sound truth and orthodoxy, 
for that which was announced ijn the 
very title as the professed-object of its 
publication—the illustration and criti- 
cism of the new testament. That it 
has thrown light upon passages whose 
beauty was comparatively hidden ; 
confirmed dubious expositions; estab- 
lished contested doctrines ; and settled 
these too upon irrefragable arguments, 
founded in the very nature of Jan- 
guage; will, in a majority of cases, 
by the unbiassed and candid inquirer, 
be admitted without hesitation.’ In 
these, therefore, we may remain satis- 
fied with what the luminous writer has 
effected: there are, however, unfortu- 
nately, some excep‘eons to his general 
rules, which, though converted, by his 
peculiar explanation, into new illustra- 
tions of his plan, must strike, almost at 
first sight, as contradictory to what he 
has, inhis first part, so successfully en- 
deavoured toestablish. ‘These contra- 
dictions, if I mistake not, will be 
rather found in omissions, than in in- 
sertions of the article; and indeed in 
the former rather than the latter would 
errours of this nature at all times be 
likely to consist. Now in some of the 
instances to which I have alluded, no 
exposition but that which is forced and 
unnatural can in any way obviate the 
difficulty ; and in others I think none 
can be admitted, which does not carry 
its own refutation upon its very face. 
We are reduced then to admit the ex- 
istence of some anarthrous words in the 
new testament, which, from whatever 
eguse they arise, must in some measure, 
invalidate Middleton’s theory of the uses 
of the article by the sacred writers, 
except by adopting solutions which are 
either improbable or impossible. 

Yet, if these things be so, are we 
not at once deprived ofall certainty of 
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caleulation, drawn from the article as 
a ground of argument? This might at 
first appear to be the case: there is, 
however, 2 distinction to be made be- 
tween the different modes of its occur- 
rence and omission, which wil throw 
considerable light upon our inquiries. 
There are times in which the reasons 
of the changes are so obvious and so 
precisely marked, that any mind con- 
versant with the subject would, without 
difficulty, perceive them. Upon these 
then we may take a decided stand; 
as the certainty of grammatical rule no 
general reasoning may shake, and no 


sweeping cavils can destroy. And if 


the question Still recurs, why the same 
precision did not uniformly prevail in 
the new testament writers, which on 
some occasions they have observed, we 
are undoubiedly at a loss for an ex- 
planation. The possibility of a various 
reading must often be withheld as a 
plea, owing to the silence of every 
manuscript that is extant: and what- 
ever othér apology may be advanced, 
must be taken according to its value. 
That the article has in some cases been 
attended to, and in others neglected, 
still remains a tact. 

‘These observations were suggested 
by some late inquiries into the much 
coutested subject, with which | have 
headed this communication. The sig- 
nijication of the Neges of St. Paul, in 
some of its anarthrous cases, will per- 
haps be found to corroborate in Some 
yneasure my objections to Middleton's 
theory, as ove of universal application. 
This writer is, | believe, the only one 
who has laid down any precise stand- 
ard of judgment on a point o€ such 
constant dispute ; for Macknight, though 
maintaining the article to be for the 
most part prefixed to vepes, when the 
meaning ,of the laws of Mpses is dis- 
tinctively attached to it, ventures to 
,Zo no farther. He has therefore given 
us no reason for its occasional absence, 
even where the signification of the 
word remains unaltered ; but probably 
he was not aware of the licenses which 





are allowed to words even where they) 
occur in the most definite sense, andre 
which have been so ably stated and) jpig 
arranged in the first part of Middleton's) mz 
treatise. The learned bishop affirms) Sob 
the uniform appedtance of the article) jup 
before this word, where the law, or 9n 
the body of the Jewish scriptures is” * 
alluded to by the apostle ; his remark - 
being limited by the following terms : © i 
** It is Obvious, that were this rule with- he 
out exception, an important step wouldiipc 
be gained; for at least we should) 
know, when the Jewish law is meant by 
the apostle, which is now so often, 
even among the best commentators, a 
subject of dispute@ but if there be ex-% 
ceptions, and these have no certainy 
character, then plainly they destroy the) 
rule, and it is on account of these ex 
ceptions that the rule seems now to bel 
pretty generally abandoned. My ob-| 
servation, however has led me to con-} 
clude, that the rule is liable to no 
other exceptions than those by whiclt, 
as has been shown in this work, words 
= most definite are frequently aflect-J 

> p. 239. It is my intention to 
a up successively every passage ing 
the epistle to the Romans in whichii 
youeg occurs in the anarthrous form, @jpre 
those cases being of course omitted, ingjjif t 
which Middleton’s rules will account#ifits 
for the omission of the article ; and tofg@thi: 
endedvour to show how far each oif@ela 
these passages may be alleged, eitheray 
as a support, or a contradiction to histint 
hy pothesis. Pe 5°? | 

The places in the epistle in which}¥of 
voHas without the article occurs, exclu-—e“ } 
sive of the exceptions to which wejby 
have already adverted, are noted byjjun 
Schmidius as the following: ii. 25; iti.jjjmo 
31; v. 20;.vii. 1, 23; and xiii. 8.3 wa 
To each of these in their order. anc 

The first of our references, ii. 25, out 

stands in these words: Thegirons even not 
yar wert, fay vepoy mearrns’ fav demeren 
magote étg yous ¥S, a meeitomy Tov axe suf 
Currie yéyeves. Our principal concern r: 
here is with sue; but. for the cgp- ly 
nexion, we give the whole verse. eve 
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ey) = Before we proceed to examine di- 
nd jrectly the propriety of Middleton’s 
nd/Wpignification adopted in this place, it 


n's| may be as wellto notice a parenthetical 
ms) objection which the author advances, 
cle) upon the supposition of the article being 
or jn the present case inserted. “‘ Ngaezres 
is. “TON viuey,” says he,** would not be very 
tk Gntelligible.” The bishop has not defi- 
8: “Mnitely stated wherein the obscurity of 
th-"the phrase would properly consist : 
ild=@Schleusner however applies to viuos 
ild) here the usual translation of the Mosa- 
byligck law ; and to xeécrw not the first and 
n,immost common, but a very allowable 
nd frequent rendering, observo. This 
ense is moreover strengthened, not 
injapniy by the gvageons of the Codex 
laromontanus, but still more by the 
pposition of rageeatns immediately 
silowing; and answers precisely to 
D9reitw, as found in Gal. v. 3. tAey ray 
‘iuey xoigcas. Upon this passage Mid- 
leton has no remark; .I suppose, 
herefore, he admits véusy there to be 
he Mosaick law, xar’ éZexn»; as I do 
ct-J@mot perceive that ¢ae occurring before 
tolmmthe article in any way affects its signi- 
int@fication. The two places then afford- 
Ming examples of the same form of ex- 
yression, it might easily be established, 
mif there were no other confirmations of 
its propriety ; for reds and xgarrw in 
-tol™fthis sense are equally common in the 
of Selassick and the sacred writers. 
here This being premised, let us look 
his@@into the ground our author takes, in 
opposition to the more common mode 
ichp@ot inéerpreting the passage before us. 
Ju-9R* Néwov wearcns. Here it is plain, that 
weleby yiuey without the article we are to 
by@eunderstand, not the law itself, but 
jii.@emoral obedience or virtue, such as it 
8. Was the object of the law to inculcate, 
and of which, circumcision was the 




















95,meoutward and visible sign.” To say 
xu@enothing of the application of the refe- 
dtfrences given by bishop Middleton, in 
go" Support of tliis signification of the word, 


ern 


I rather think that meaning is extgeme- 
ly rare. The place before us, how- 
ever, Ts that alone with which we are 
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concerned ; which, taken in connexion 
with its context, defines the extent of 
vsues beyond all power of evasion. 
Referring to vey: 25, as above given 
in its precise words, we find that 
after viuev redrens, jmmediately occurs 
in opposition wagGoarys viuev. Now 
that the same vines is the subject of 
each of these expressions, whatever 
meaning it be proved to contain, is 
evident at the slightest notice, and in- 
deed has never been disputed. But 
let it be particularly remarked, that in 
ver. 27, almost immediately following, 
we meet again with ragaldrz vimev, in 
which there is a plain reference to the 
wacabdrys viwov of ver. 25; both these, 
therefore, are to be considered as one 
and the same. But these very words 
in ver. 27 contain a direct and pointed 
opposition to tev vipey rerodex in the 
same verse; i. e. there is a compari- 
son which no explanation can do away, 
between the observer and the trans- 
gressor t# yiux, of the Mosaick law. 
Applying then the same signification*to 
the vue and by ceonsequence to the 
voneoy of ver. 25, vépeov TeaToNS is limited 
to a meaning directly opposed to the 
hypothesis of the bishop: and the 
whole sentence will thus stand, in the 
correct language of our version: For 
circumcision verily profiteth, if thou 
keep the law ; but if thou be a breaker 
of the law, thy circumcision is made un- 
circumersion. . 

11. Our next passage in the series, 
as found in iii. S31, is thus expressed. 
Ni mov oov KeOeT ceeryoU EV Oia tig mlorews ; 
wy yrveito. adrrAc& vouev irraue. The 
many and totally distinct interpreta- 
tions assigned by the different criticks 
to this-place, are of themselves a suffi. 
cient proof of the danger of all attempts 
to draw it from its proper reference to 
some part, whatever that may be, of 
the old testament scriptures. If we 


suppose yéues to contain here, as in 
other places, the signification of the 
Mosaick law, it will perfectly har- 
monize with the whole design and ar- 
gument of the discussion immediately 
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preceding. The chapter is addressed 
principally to Jews ; and its object is 
to show them to be, equally with the 
gentiles, incapable of justification by 
the deeds of the law, through the non- 
performance of a perfect obedience. 
The present verse anticipates and an- 
swers the question of an objecting coun- 
tryman ; the law is not rendered nuga- 
tory, but established, 

I should rather myself, however, in 
the present instance, assign to vomey, 
with a German critick, a signification 
more broad, but equally well defined ; 
and then connect this concluding verse 
with the illustrations immediately fol- 
lowing. ‘* Teneo significationem tov 


.viuav eam, quam adhuc constanter fre- 


quentatam vidimus, oracula v. T. qux- 
libet. Jam vero xataeyew doctrinam 
aliquam dicitur etiam is, qui falsam eam 
esse declarat, contra eam disputat, eam 
refellit ; vicissim eandem irraven dicitur, 
gui eam tuetur, defendit, novis argu- 
mentis confirmat. Unde sententia loci 
hac prodit: num vero pugnat hec mea 
doctrina cum iis, que libris vestris ss. 
hactenus tradita accepistis ? Imo vero 
amice cum iis consentit, variisque ho- 
rum ipsorum librorum locis egregie 
illustratur et confirmatur. vid. ad init. 
cap. iv.”” Koppii Nov. Testament. vol. 
iv. Gott. 1806, in loco. —The meaning, 
according to either of the above inter- 
pretations, would require the pre- 
sence of the article by Middleton’s 
hypothesis. Yet upon this passage, I 
should not choose to insist much. There 
is certainly no exact criterion of judg- 
ment to form an opinion upon so nice a 
oint ; though probability goes very far 
for either of the versions I have noticed. 
rit. In v. 20, the anarthrous vépes is 


easily reduced to its most definite 


sense, and will admit no other in its 
place. Nodes de magerrn Aber, ive mAso- 
sizq to wagamteut. The apostle’s 
object through the whole of his dis- 
cussion, and peculiarly in the present 
context, is to establish the necessity of 
a justification by faith, as opposed to 
the works of any law: but in subserv- 





(Jan, i 82 
ing this end, he adopts the means most. > 
likely to promote it, in commending phir. 
himself alternately to the Jew and tomm? ' 
the gentile; the first tenacious, andjgee@ 
the second envious, of the prerogatives’ °" 
of the Mosaick dispensation. It is very® Pd 
easy to perceive, that at the commence.“ 
ment of these words St. Paul is quali. 36°" 
fying the observations which had pre. ms 
ceded, by a well-timed indulgence top ?°S* 
the feelings of an Israelite, an’ ani?” 
acknowledgment of some of the benefits ad 
accruing from that law, which was thea '* 
theme of his exultation and his love.” 
They‘are addressed then principally to . 
the Jew ; and nothing but anxious zeal lac 
fur an hypothesis could ever have dis-gam °°. 
torted them from their application. ont 

But it will be necessary to be rather am ° ‘ 
minute on this point, as the oppositel ” 
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conjecture has, it must be allowed,® 
some weight of plausibility to defend 
it. The objections to my adopted in- 
. ular 
terpretation may be ranked under two rit 
. yrite 
heads, which | shall examine and en: 
d a 
deavour to meet. 






oun 


ery 














The first is of a nature purely pli: — 
lological, Macknight, and with him nol 
Middleton, contends, * that mercirnrbe “Dp : 
cannot be said of the law of Moses, h 

ende 


since it signifies ‘entered privily,’ as 


Py ' m¢ 
in Gal. ti. 4, the only instance besides 
R 2s tated 
the present, in which the word occursi < 
: , P ' ith 
in the whole new testament. So also 
rag boun 
the similarly compounded words 2a- 
Oo P ** ‘ ~ e pu 
esrayw, 2 Peter il. 1. wagsivactes, Gal. fa 


li. 4. waesirduw, Jude, ver. 4. But 
the Mosaick law was ushered into the 
world with all possible pomp and no- Mack 
toriety.”’ (Middleton, in loco.) All the = 
difficulty here supposed to exist in the “ 
limited sense of the venues, is founded, ds 
it would seem, upon the assumption, ~~ 
that wageirg abe refers simply to the 
act of conferring this law; than which, 
I must confess, nothing appears to me 
farther from the intention of the apostle. 
St. Paul is evidently describing its® 

. | which 
operation ; and not any way adverting# 
to the exact mode of its entrance upon nee f 
the earth, and becoming manifest to ps 
men. If so, then, wagers Abcv is used in 
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beautifully figurative sense : and the 
shrase “ privily entered” answers, well 
o the subintravit of the vulgate ; not 
ccording to. Locke’s version of the 
yord, entered a little, which the usage 
‘ef the Latin language will by no means 
Warrant, but conveying the sense of 
ccrecy and stealth. ‘Lhe law, when 
Grst its requisitions and its penalties 
began to unfold, silently convinced 
an of the abundance of his guilt, and 
ade known the abundance of that 
race which removed the stain. But I 
lm willing, for the sake of argument, 
allow, that the reference in this 
Wplace, if applied to the Mosaick law, 
® (0 its actual promulgation upon Sinai: 
et in this case, | know not that we 
igre obliged of necessity to attach the 
WPeculiar force above given, to the pre- 
@ositions with which the verb is com- 
il ounded. Tagse#aAéev, according toa 
Wery common Greek usage, and parti- 
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7 ularly frequent in the new testament 
I riters, may easily enough be account- 
md as the same with seyoues, in its 
-@@imple and original state; and the 
“Whole signification be nothing more, 
. @han a mere delivery, or enactinent. 
“B® The second objection to the definite 
“Mendering of vegss in this passage is of 
* more general nature, and is thus 
“Hated by Macknight. ‘Can any one 
‘ith Locke imagine, that no offence 
bounded in the world, which could 


pe punished with death, till the law of 


at oses was promulgated? And _ that 
Brace did not superabound, till the of- 
1€ 9°? 
5. ence against that law abounded % 
Macknight, in loco.) As Locke is 
ne *, 
fost directly impugned, I shall 
1€ : : , A o pels 
ia Permit him in his own judicious 
x yords to answer for himself, ‘* The 
a est of mankind were ina state of death 
h nly for one sin of one man. This 
cme? 2postle is express in, not only in 
oe foregoing verses, but elsewhere. 
ts but those who were under the law, 


which made tach transgression they 
sneer guilty of mortal,) were under the 
to foMdemnation of death, not only for 
0 ; 

in fet one sin of another, but also for 
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every one of their own sins. Now to 
make any one righteous to life from 
many, and those his own sins, besides 
that one that lay on him before, is 
greater grace, than to bestow on him 
justification to lite only from one sin, 
and that of another man. ‘To forgive 
the penalty of many sins, is a greater 
grace than to remit the penalty of one.” 
But 

2. We may meet the opponent's 
question in another way; though per. 
haps the solution will amount to nearly 
the same with that just stated. Before 
the introduction of the Mosaick dispen- 
sation, offence did indeed prevail, and 
grace was exerted in its pardon. But 
it was not till the entrance of that 
divine code, that the enormity and 
multiplied number of man’s sins were 
clearly and distinctly seen. He then 
knew precisely the accumulation of his 
guilt; perceived the impossibility of 
a complete obedience to the requisi- 
tions of the law; and discerned the 
plenitude of heavenly grace as if writ- 
ten before him in characters of light. 
St. Paul might therefore affirm with 
pe culiar force, Nowos o¢ maguire Mery 
va wAzove om 7 ee ed 0) Of émAs- 
“— 4 eee eT ta Umegemegiozevers n HAE 

The ‘occlrrence of vemos in vii. 1, 
alee certainly be allowed to favour 
either a general or a definite rendering. 
It has, therefore, nothing opposed to 
the theory of Middleton; and perhaps 
his conception of the passage is, above 
every other, probable and ingenious. 

v. In ver. 23, of the same chapter, 
véues, though anarthrous, throws no 
light upon the subject in dispute. 
BAsww dt Erseov vomov Ev Folg peArci mow, 
&c. For the word here takes on a 
sense entirely new and unusual : though 
the same translation with that of our 
version is given it, in all the others to 
which I have had access. Schleusner, 
however, copying from Bengel, has 
very aptly rendered it dictamen ; 
which might be properly termed in 
our own language, an impelling prin- 
ciple of action. I proceed, 
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vt. To the last place for considera- 
tjon, in xiii. 8. ¢ yao eyamay toy ETeger, 
véusy wewrncwxe. Upon this passage 
Middleton remarks, ‘‘ that véaev here 
appears to be used in the same sense 
as above, ii. 5.” I take the reference 
to be a typographical errour for ii. 25; 
as véues does not occur in any shape in 
the passage cited. ‘The author would 
then here adopt the term moral obedt- 
ence or virtue: it is certainly needless, 
and not drawn from the plain leer of 
the proposition. At the commencement 
of chap. xii, the dogmatick part of the 
epistle ends, and the exhurtatury begins : 
and the present portion in particular 
has a reference to the rebellious risings 
of the Jewish inhabitants of Rome, 
against the constituted authorities of the 
empire; in opposition to which he 
urges the general duty of love, for- 
bearance, and the evangelical spirit of 
peace. ‘This, moreover, he affirms to 
be in effect the fulfilment of their whole 
law of social duties, as enjoined in the 
Mosaick commandments: and imme- 
diately, in ver. 9, he proceeds to the 
illustration of his rule, by allusions to 
separate and well-known maxims in 
the decalogue ; ta yag, ‘ Ov morysereis, 
ov Poveureis, ov xrewers, &c. referring ex- 
pressly to the preceding yess in the 
assertion of ver. 8. The signification is 
too palpable to be mistaken. 

The passages first proposed for dis- 
cussion having thus been examined in 
their regular series, the amount of the 
whole stands thus: three of the cita- 
tions adduced were claimed as exam- 
ples of »éues in the anarthrous form, yet 
with a definite sense; one was sup- 
ported by evidence, producing not cer- 
tainty, but extreme probability: one 
waSleft evenly balanced ; and the re- 
maining instance had no connexion 
with the inquiry. ‘ 

If one exception on this point be 
established, however desirable in itself 
an infallible criterion might be, the 
system in its application here undoubt- 
edly must fall. How far the present 
observations have attained the end for 
which they were first begun, is a matter 
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which rests purely upon individual 
opinion: at any rate, we may comlort 
ourselves with this reflection, that the 
general truth of bishop Middleton's doc- 
trine, as built-upon accurate examina- 
tion, and the reality of sound learning, is 
too firm te be moved from its foundation. 
And with respect to the language of the 
new testament writers, contradictory 
cases will show a want of uniformity in 
their mode of expression, but will not, 
as was betore hinted, invalidate_ those 
examples, which nothing, but principles 
like Middleton’s, can explain. ‘The 
learned author might well lave looked 
with seli-gratulation upon the succes- 
sive labours of his glorious task: and 
cried, in Lucan’s wards, when it was 
over, 

Sit pietas aliis, miracula tanta silere: 

Ast ego ccelicolis gratum reor, ire per omnes 
Hoc opus, et sacras populis innotescere leges. 

PHARSALIA, L. xX. V. 15, 


M. E. 
New Haven, Oct. 13, 1821. 
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For the Gospel Advocate. 
THE CREED. 


Amonc the numerous weapons which 
the opponents of the church have 
caught up in their rage against her, 
she has been assailed with the imputa- 
tion of prescribing a creed which is not 
founded oy scripture. The apostles’ 
creed, it is said, is of this character. 
The best refutation of the charge is 
the collation of passages of scripture 
with the creed: itself, showing at one 
view how ignorantly or uncandidly the 
church is aspersed ; and how truly 
and exactly every word of this admira- 
ble suminary of Christian faith is found- 
ed on the words of our Saviour and the 
inspired writers of the bible. 

I believe in God: Be ye sure that 
the Lord he is God, Psalmec. 2. The 
Father: TheGod and Father of all, 
Eph. iv. 6.: Even the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 2 Cor, i. 3. Almighty : the 
Almighty God, Gen, xvii. 1. : Trust ye 
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in the Lord for ever, fot in the Lord 
Jehovah js everlasting strength, Isaiah 
xxvi-4: Great.is the Lord and great 
is his power; yea, and his. wis is 
infinite, Psalm. cxii. 5... Maker of 
heaven and earth: In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth, 
Gen, i. 1.. And in Jesus Christ: Jesus 
said, ye believe in God, believe also in 
me, John xiv. 1.2 Lam Jesus of Na- 
zareth, John xviii. 7. 8.:. lam the Mes- 
siah, Johniv. 26. His only Son: lam 
the of God, Mark xiv. 62: God so 







joved the world that he. gave his only. 


begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, byt have 
everlasting life, John iii. 16. Our 
Lord: Ye call me. Master and Lord, 
and ye say well; for.so I am, John 
xiii, 13.: Our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, 2 Peter i. 11. Who was con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghost: The. angel 
of the Lord appeared unto Joseph in a 
dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of 
David, fear not to take unto thee Mary 
thy wife; for that which is conceived 
in her is of the Holy Ghost, Matt. i. 
20. Born of the virgin Mary: The 
virgin’s name was Mary, and she brought 
forth her first born son, and his pame 
was called Jesus, Luke i. 27. ii. 7, 21. 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate: Pilate, 
willing to content the people, released 
Barabbas unto them, and delivered 
Jesus, when he had scourged him, to be 
crucified, Mark xv, 15. Wascrucifi- 
ed: And when they were come to the 
place, which is called Calvary, there 
they crucified him, Luke xxiii. 33. 
Dead and buried : And Jesus cried with 
aloud voice, ard gave up the ghost, 
Mark xv. 37 : And Joseph-of Arimathea 
took down the body of Jesus and laid 
itin a sepulchre, Luke xxiii. 53, He 
descended into hell.: this day shalt thou 
be with. me in paradise, Luke xxiii. 
43: His soul was not left. in hell, 


neither. his flesh did see corruption, 
Acts ii. 31... The third day he rose, 
from the dead: Him God raised up the 
third day, and showed him openly, 
Acts x.40: Whereof we all are wit+ 
nesses, Acts ii.\32. He ascended into 
. 3 ADVOCATE, VOL. II. 
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heaven: nd it came to. pass while he 
blessed them, he was parted from them, 
and.carried up iuto heaven, Luke xxiv, 
51. And sitteth. on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty: . And sat on 
the right hand of God, Mark xvi, 19. 
From thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead :, Our conversation is 
in heaven; from whence also we look for 
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus, Philip. iii. 
20.: He commanded us to preach unto 
the people, and to testify that it is he 
which was ordained of God to be the 
Judge of quick and dead, Acts x. 42. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost : Go ye and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost, Matthew xxviii. 19. 
The holy catholick church: Christ loved 
the church and gave himself for it, that 
he might present it to himself a glorious 
church, holy and without blemish, Eph. 
v. 25, 27. The communion of sainis : 
Ye are fellow citizens with the sainis, 
Eph, ii. 19,: Our conyersation (the 

city and society to which we belong) is 
in heaven, Philip. iii. 20.: That they 
all may be one ; as thou, Father, art in 
me, and I in thee, that they also may 

be one in us; that the world may be- 
lieve that thou hast sent me, John xvii. 

21,: That ye may baye fellowship with 

us, and truly our fellowship is with the 
Father, and with his son Jesus Christ, 
1 John i. 3.: [fa man love me he. will 
keep my words, and my father will 

love him, and we will come unto him 
and make our abode with him, Jobn 
xiv. 23. The forgweness ef sins; In 

Christ we have redemption through 
his blood, even the forgiveness of sins, 
Col. i, 14, The. resurrection of the 

body: So: is the resurrection of the 

dead—it is sown in dishonour itis 

raised in glory. It is sown a natural 

body, it is raised a spiritual body, 1 

Cor. xv. 42, 44.:.. Jesus Christ will 
change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
Philip. iii. 21. And the life everlasting : 
And many of them that sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, and some to shame and 
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everlasting. contempt, Daniel xii. 2. : 
And this is the will of him that sent me, 
that every one which seeth the Son 
and believeth on him, may have ever- 
lasting life ; and | will raise him up at 
the last day, John vi. 40.> 

This collation, originally made by 
bishop Burgess, of St. Davids, in Eng- 
land, claims no merit but its intrinsick 
force-and plainness, The passages are 
carelully given from the bible ; and un- 
Jess the wathority of this book is re- 
jected, the words.of this creed must be 
received as a true and adequate ex- 
pression of every Christian’s faith and 
belief. For here is no question touch- 
ing the import of the words; but 
whether the words themselves are found 
in the scriptures. And all that the 
church calls on ber members to be- 
lieve when they repeat this creed are 
the truths which these words express 
in the bible itself. That the words are 
warranted by scripture, cannat, it is 
believed, be honestly denied. That 
the meaning of them in the creed is the 
same as in the bible, cannot, with can- 
dour, be even questioned. How then 
the charge against the church, that she 
prescribes a creed not founded in serip- 
ture, is sustained on authority, let can- 
did and seriousyminds decide. It is 
enough for us that we have repelled 
the imputation. The motives.and the 
temper with which episcopacy is thus 
assailed, we forbear to exhibit in their 
true light. The church is. peaceable 
and unofiending. Reviling not when 
she is reviled; forbearing when traduc- 
ed, she calmly refutes, with reasonings 
and authorities, unjust or unfounded ac- 
cusations. 





SERMON.—No. X. 
DELIVERED AT THF ADMISSION OF THREE 
GENTLEMEN TO THE ORDER OF PRIEST- 
HOOD. 


1 Tr. iv. 12. Let no man despise thy 
youth, 


Tur character of the clergy is of more 
importance than that of other men, be- 


cause their function is of more impor- 


tance to the happiness of the world | 


than any other; and the success of 
their labours must inevitably depend, 
in a great degree, upon the reputation 
they preserve. 

If we inquire in what estimation they 
have been held, since the church of 
Christ was first instituted, we shall find 
that it has been very different in three 
great periods, which I shall call the 
primitive, the middle, and the present, 
period. sis 

During the first of these, the clergy 
appear to have lived on terms of the 
utmost love and cordiality with their 
people, like fathers with their children, 
labouring night.and day, in publick, 
and from house to house, for their spi- 
ritual improvement, wiling to spend 
and to be spent, often, very often, laying 
down their lives, (which they might 
have saved by flight,) rather than desert 
their beloved flocks. 

Those flocks, on the other hand, held 


their pastors in the greatest respect, as J 


the stewards of the mysteries of God, 
and ambassadors to them for Christ. 
They loved them, as they saw daily 
proofs that they were loved by them ; 
and they were grateful for the benefits 
which they daily received. 


But this happy state of things ‘did' 


not continue. After a few centuries, 
ignorance overspread the Christian 
world; religion itself was corrupted; 
and neither clergy nor people were any 
longer what they had been, or what 
they ought.to be. The former indeed 
preserved their influence, or rather it 
was excessively increased, just in pro- 
portion as they deserved it less. The 
people held them in great reverence ; 
but it was not now a rational respect, 


founded on the real dignity of the office, J 


or on the worth of the oflicer, but a super- 
stitious awe, the offspring of ignorance, 
and a slavish fear of the power of the 
keys, wherel#y it was conceived the 
clergy could lock out from heaven, or 
admit, whomsoever they pleased. . 
The light of learning, at last, Broke 
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in upon this long and dismal night, and 
introduced our third, or modern period. 
And as the character of the clergy had 
been too much exalted in the former, 
so perhaps it has been held in too little 
esteem since the present. has com- 
menced. 

lL own I am not the fittest person to 
decide upon that question, but I think it 
is not difficult t8 assign a reason why 
the case is so: For, besides that men 
are ever prone to run from one extreme 
to another ; besides that the liberty of 
canvassing the character of their teach- 
ers, being new, would be apt to be 
exercised a little intemperately ; be- 
sides those every day jests of common 
wits upon our profession, which are 
made with impunity, because the pro- 
fession is too grave to answer er retort 
them ; besides these minor causes, and 
others of the same sort, there was one 
of a deeper and more designing na- 
ture. So long as Christianity wss on 
that footing, that men might contrive 
to profess it, and yet keep their sins, no- 
body quarrelled with it; but when it 
dame to be preached, as it is in Christ 
Jesus, and universal holiness was laid 
down as-its fundamental law, and the 
indispensable condition of acceptance 
with God ; then it found (as its author 
had} many enémies; and to bring re- 
ligion into disrepute, they knew there 
was no better way than to bring its 
ministers into contempt; and we may 
appeal to persons acquainted with the 
literature of the last century, how in- 
dustriously the infidel writers laboured 
that point, and how fatally, in some 
countries, they succeeded. 

Yet, notwithstanding all that such 
men have done, os.ever can do, it is 
utterly impossible that an office, de- 


rived from the authority of heaven, and 


instituted for the greatest good of men ; 
exercised for their consolation here, 
and their eternal happiness hereafter ; 
an. office ever employed about the 
highest things, and, to its right execu- 
tion, requiring the greatest talents, and 
greatest cultivation of the human mind ; 
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— I say, it is quite impossible that such 
an office can be generally despised, 
except through the fault of those who 
bear it. : 

We have indeed a treasure commit- 
ted to us. But we have it in earthen 
vessels. Our office pever can bring 
contempt 6n us ; but we may bring un- 
deserved contempt upon it. We may 
be despised for our follies or vices; 
for intemperance, levity, ignorance, 
vanity, indolence, covetousness. All 
of us, therefore, old and young, should 
take great care not to let men despise 
us for any of these things. 


But as the admonition, in the text, 


has particular reference to youth, and 
| now see before me certain younger 
brethren, to whom I once stood ina 
very interesting relation,* and who are 
about to be admitted to the sacred of 
fice af priesthood, I hope it will be 
excused, if I address the remainder of 
this discourse to them, and employ it 
in offering two or idaree points for their 
consideration, on which young men 
have, perhaps, more need to be guard- 
ed than those more advanced in years, 

First, then, my young brethren, if it 
be asked why does the world bestow 
more respect upon an old man than 
a young one, the chief reason must 
be, because the former has acquired 
(or is supposed to have aequired) more 
knowledge and experience than the 
other; and therefore to be better able 
to serve the interests of the society in 
which he lives, 

If then you wish to procure respect 
for your youth, what is more. obyious 


than that you should: anticipate. this» 


‘state of things as much as “you can, 
Strive to be old in useful knowledge, 
even whilst you are young in years, 
@Your seniors will not be jealous of 
such an emulation ; but will even re- 
joice to see you overtake and surpass 
them, hoping that you will do good: in 
your generation, and be the btessing 

* They bad been the author’s pupils ; were 


in deacons’ orders; and were now to be ad- 
mitted to the order of priesthood. 
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and ornament of the coming. timie. 
In the same view, St. Paul, having 
exhorted Timothy, ‘hat he should let 
no man despise his youth, adds, as a 
means to this end, that he should “ give 
attendance to reading,” and not neglect 
the gift that was in him, which was 
given him by prophecy, with the lay- 
ing on of the hands of the presbytery. 
A plain proof, if there were no other, 
that the supernatural gifts, conferred 
upon the ministers of Christ, and which 
he hath promised shall be with them 
to the end of the world, do not super- 
sede the necessity of their own study 
and the cultivation of learning, as 
some enthusiasts -would persuade the 
world, 

An ignorant and illiterate clergyman 
is certainly far from respectable. If, 
therefore, my young brethren, you wish 
that no man should despise your youth, 
furnish your mifds with as much know- 
ledge, and of the best sort, as you 
can. 

No person can be better acquainted 
than I, with the solid foundation ‘for 
this, which you have laid in your early 
studies. But you yourselves must be 
sensible, that there is no limit to your 
progress. You have just entered upon 
the verge of an immense field, where 
the wisdom of ages lies before you, 
scattered in books which you are now 
qualified to understand. If, therefore, 
you would be respectable, get this wis- 
dom. ‘ And with all thy getting, get 
understanding. She shail give to thy 
head an ornament of grace: a crown 
of glory shall she deliver to thee.” 

2.. But itis not only by defect of 
knowledge, that a young clergyman 
forfeits respect. Very many do so, in 
the eyes atleast of every serious and 
judicious person, by their manner ‘ef 
using the knowledge which they have 
attained, in the instruction of their 
flocks; when they are ambitious of 
pleasing their hearers, rather than of 
profiting them ; or of being thought elo- 
quegt or learned speakers. , 

It isa natural principle to wish that 
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mankind should think well of us, and 
when properly limited and directed, it 
isa useful one. But. young men ate 
apt to be influenced too much? by it, 
before they have learned, by experi- 
ence, of how little real value the opin- 
ion of the world is; upon what slight 
ground it is usually built; and how 
often it is placed on the wrong side. 
Whceever knows, and duly considers 
these things, will not:think the hunting 
after fame to be a very dignified pur- 
suit for any man; and if so, it is easy 
to conceive, how revolting it must be § 
to every pious mind to see the least § : 
symptom of it in a clergyman, who § } 
should never look his congregation in § | 
thé face, without the sentiment of the § | 
apostle in his heart: “With me itis § t 
avery small thing that I should be § } 
judged of you, or of man’s judgment. § | 
But he that judgeth me is the Lord.” § a 
If the preacher will but reflecton that § vy 
final «judgment; and that he is the § a 
watchman, at whose hands God will § f 
require the blood of the people he is § g 
then addressing, if they perish through [ s 
his neglect; I think he will-be more § p 
anxious to mend their hearts, than to 
please their ears. tc 
But even if this awful consideration | C 
has no weight, I should think that the J in 
very facility of the attainment would | sl 
make it be despised. e1 
There are few things more easy | ar 
than to be a popular preacher; for it [ gr 
requires neither great extent of know- | fe: 
ledge, nor keenness of judgment, nor 
delicacy of taste, nor vigour of fancy, | in; 
nor any one high or rare talent. It is | we 
only to put togethér a flimsy, superficial } for 
discourse, that would answer just as | aff 
well. for any other time or place in | the 
the world, as when and where it is} Au 
delivered ; to take good care that there o 
be nothing in it to ruffle the minds of} Th 
the hearers with disagreeable thoughts, flan 
and especially the thoughts of their} “I 
own sins; to entertain the fancy, now | had 
and then, with new combinations of} und 
ideas ; and to let the whole be dress-j mi 
ed in flowing language, closing with 
! 
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d @ artificial periods; and the object is 
it effected. The audience is delighted ; 
e §§ the speaker is appjauded ; andall goes 
t, well—except that not a soul is the 
i- better for it. It was this that made a 
- good man say, whenever he heard that 
nt his sermon was admired, “I fear I 
w § have not preached as I ought.” This 
was no extravagant or groundless fear ; 
rs § and I would heartily recommend some 
»g ff jealousy of this sort to every young per- 
r- § son entering on the Christian ministry. 
sy But although your minds should rise 
be & (as I trust they ever will) far above 
ist § seeking the praise of men, yet there 
ho § may be a danger of another sort, arising 
in § from no unworthy motive, against which 
he § I wish to caution you; I mean the in. 
is § troduction of rhetorical ornaments into 
be § your discourses. You have so lately 
at. § been conversant with the great poets 
.”” § and orators of antiquity, and so familiar 
hat § with the beauties of their writings ; and 
he § all these have such charms, especially 
vill | for young minds, that there will be 
is | great danger, unless you guard your- 
igh | selves well, of their intruding into a 
ore § place too sacred for them to enter. 
to It is extremely deficate and difficult 
to accommodate heathen ornaments to 
ion | Christian churches. There is something 
the | in our religion so pure, so awful, in 
uld | short, so peculiar to. itself, that when- 
ever it is attempted to embellish it with 
asy | any thing of foreign growth, the incon- 
rit | gruity is manifest, and every pious 
ow- | feeling is disgusted. 
nor The most effectual style of preach. 
cy, | ing, perhaps, is, not with enticing 
t is} words of man’s wisdom, but setting 
cial | forth, with simplicity and vigour, the 
| as | affecting promises and threatenings of 
> in| the gospel; that gospel, on which its 
it ig } Author set this distinctive mark, that the 
here r were to have it preached to them. 
sof Mherefore, it should be preached in 
thts, flanguage that the poor understand. 
heir} In the chureh,”’ says St. Paul, “I 
now }had rather speak five words with my 
s of} understanding, that by my voice I 
ress- | might teach others also, than ten thou- 
with} sand words in an unknown tongue.” 
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Now what are learned words but an 
unknown tongue to the poor. 

A very near relative* of one of you, 
whose praise is in all our churches, 
has shown you how a man of great and 
various learning, and of fine imagina- 
tion and taste, can confine himself to 
the simplest, purest, most unaffected 
language, in addressing his people. 

3. There is yet a third way, in 
which a young clergyman may come 
to be despised, It is the last I shall 
mention, and that very briefly, because 
from Jong and intimate knowledge, I 
feel that there is little danger of its 
occurring in the present instance. I 
mean the mixing too much with the 
gayeties and amusements of the world. 

1 know that moroseness is no part of 
religion, and that the blessed. Author of 
ours condescended to be present. at 
meetings held for the purposes of fes- 
tivity and innocent enjoyment. . And 
{ 2m convinced that it would be an in- 
jury, not a benefit, to morals, if the 
ciergy were excluded from such, by 
any rule, or even by publick opinion. 
Recreations, we will admit, are some- 
times necessary to relieve the mind, 
when exhausted with serious employ- 
ments, that it may return to them again 
with greater effect. But, notwithstand. 
ing this, it is certainly not decorous 
for a clergyman to be remarked as 
prominent or frequent in such things. 

If it be one of the marks of the ex- 
treme depravity which the apostle 
foretells should arise in the last days, 
that men would be lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God; and if that 
time seems already to have come upon 
us ; how needful is it that the clergy, 
who are the chosen soldiers of Jesus 
Christ, and called upon, .as such, to 
endure hardness in his cause, should 
strive to stem, rather than encourage, 
by their example, that torrent of dissi- 
pation, which threatens to be as fatal 


* The reverend Mr. Gilpin, vicathof Bol- 
dre, England, author of many learned and 
pious works, and grandfather to one of the 
young men here addressed. 
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to true and vital religion, as even the 


erage vices can be. | 

And now, | will take my leave, ‘by 
earnestly repeating to you, severally, 
the apostie’s admunitionto his young 
pupil and friend: ‘ Let.no man des- 
pise thy youth; but be thou an exam. 
ple of the believers, in word, in conver- 
sation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in 
purity.”’ May the God of all purity 
enable you so to be. 


—_—————— 


For the Gospel Advocate, 


LETTER FROM A CLERGYMAN ON THE 
NATURE AND EVIDENCES OF CONYER- 
SION. 

Sept. 17, 1821. 

Dear sin,—Your letter arrived while 

I was absent on a journey, and I did 

not get it until the day before yester- 

day, orel should have replied to it 
sooner. The subject is one of infinite 
importance, and your inquiries appear 
to be dictated by an-earnest desire 
after truth; happy shall I be, if 1 can 
give you the information you so much 

wish for. . 

The task which you impose upon me 
isa very delicate one ; but, relyiag on 
‘the Spirit of truth,” to ‘‘ guide me 
itito all truth,” I will endeavour, by 
bis assistance, conscientiously and 
faithfully to execute it. 

How far the excilement Of which you 
speak may be the immediate opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit, I will not pre- 
tend to judge ; God grant that the sub- 
jects of it may ‘* bring forth the fruits 
of th: Spirit,” as an evidence of their 
‘conversion. No doctrine of the bible, 
I will venture to say, has been so fre- 
quetitly handled, as that which regards 
the operatiotis of divine grace, in the 
conversion of the sinner; and after all, 
noné is so littie understood. It is a 
doctrine by no means difficult in itself, 
or in any maneer unintelligible to the 
meanest capacity, if viewed with an 
unprejudiced eye, as it is clearly set 
forth in the gospel ; but rendered dif- 


' 
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ficult, only, by the abstruse speculations 
and metaphysical subileties of some 
modern theologists; by the unskilful 
interpretation of the ignorant ; and by 
the visionary, wild, and incoherent 
rhapsodies of the enthusiast. . These 
interpreters of scripture are led into 
their errour by not distinguishing be- 
tween the miraculous and ordinary 
operations of the Spirit. 

The miraculous gifts of the Spirit, 
enabled the recipients to work mira- 
cles in attestation of the truth of 
the doctrines which they taught, and 
to speak in languages which they had 
never learned. ‘This was necessary to 
the first promulgation and establish- 
ment. of Christianity ; for, as the gospel 
was to be preached to ‘every king- 
dom and nation, and tongue and people 
under heaven,” it was necessary that 
those who were to be the first publish- 
ers of it, should understand the lan- 
guage of those nations to whom they 
respectively preached ; but as the 


apostles were poor, unlettered men, - 


and had no means of acquiring know- 
ledge in the ordinary way, it was also 
necessary that they should receive the 
** gift of tongues” by direct and imme+ 
diate revelation. I will refer you to 
the second chapter of Acts, for an ac- 
count of the manner in which this mi- 
raculous gift was communicated, and 
the effects upon the recipienis, 

These miraculous effusions of. the 
Spirit continued until the Christian re- 
ligion was firmly established, ,and no 
longer needed such aid; they ceased 
when the end for which they were 
given was accomplished; we are not 
now, therefore, to look for any m*racu- 
lous inspiration. But the ordmary op- 
erations of the Spirit must and will 
continue so Jong as Muman nature re- 
mains frail and corrupt. They aré 
absolutely necessary to the sanetifying 
our nature and to 
‘¢ holiness, without which no man shall 
see God.” This ‘ manifestation. of 
the Spirit,” St. Paul tellsus, * is given 
to every man to profit withal,” 
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But. that the ordinary operations of 
the Spirit are neither instantaneous nor 
perceptible, appears tome.to be very 
evident, both from reason and scrip- 
ture. . They are not instantaneous ; 
for if; in one mysterious moment we 
are translated. from a state of sin and 
wickedness, to a state of perfect holi- 
ness, what is meant by ‘ growing in 
grace?” 2 Peter iii, 18. What is 
meant by “ perfecting holiness in the 
fear of God?” 2Cor.vii. 1. Surely, 
if the Corinthian converts were already 
‘perfect, there was no occasion for the 
apostie to exhort'them to go on perfect- 
tng themselves. Again, we are told 


to ‘increase more and more ;” 
1 Thess. iv..10. ‘‘ That our love may 
abound yet Miore and-more.”’ Phil. i. 


9. The language of St. Paulis, ** Till 
we all come untoa perfect man; unto 
the measure of the stature of the ful- 
ness of Christ ;’ Ephes, iv. 13. And 
he evidently meant, by this figure, 
that reformation. was progressive, and 
‘not instantaneous, in the same manner 
as the human body gradually increases 
to its full stature. Again he says, ‘‘ J 
press towards the mark, for the prize, 
&c.” Phil, iii. 14. This was spoken 
by the apostle long after bis conver- 
sion ; yet the question naturally arises, 
how could he press towards the mark, 
if he had already attained it? “The 
words of the Almighty, ~by the mouth 
of his prophet, are these : ** When the 
wicked man turneth away from his 
wickedness, and doeth that which is law- 
,’—mark the condition— 
and-doeth that which is lawful and right, 
*‘ he shall save his soulalive.’’ Ezek. 
xviii. 27. ‘Lhe sinner is not merely to 
turn from evil, but he must also. do 
what ‘is lawful and right ;’’ but this 
cannot be done in an instant, and until 
it is done, he cannot ;** save his soul 
alive.” . 

It may be asked, are there not many 
instances of what may be termed instan- 
taneous conversion recorded in the 
new testament. That there are many 
sudden conversions recorded, is very’ 


On the Nature.and Evidences of Conversion. 


ahd a pees rw 


93 


true; but let it be remembered that 
these were miraculously convertéd, and 
had the power conveyed to them of 
working miracles, in attestation of the 
truth that they were under the méra- 
culous operation of the Holy Ghost. 
They spake with tongues and. pro- 
phesied, as the Spirit gave them utter- 
ance. Nor can it be denied that there 
may be instances in our day of per- 
sons being suddenly brought to see 
their wickedness, and to turn from it, 
yet without any miracle wrought for 
their reformation; such, for instance, 
as those who all their life long have 
lived m the practice of gross vices. 
Their repentance, however, is but the 
COMMENCING-POINT of tlteir reforma- 


.tion; they must still go on “‘ perfecting 


holiness in the fear of God.” 

But, so long» as we confound things 
that are diffement, we can never arrive 
at the truth. This is in nothing more 
true than in regard to the doctrine’ of 
instontancous conversion, as it is ground- 
ed on the instances recorded. in the 
new testament., We ought, in reason- 
ing on this subject, to take into view 
the difference between the state of the 
world as it was when Christianity first 
begam to be promulgated, and as it is 
now, when that religion is firmly estab- 
lished. Then, the whole world was 
divided into Jews and Pagans, the for- 
mer of whom had corrupted the true 
religion, by the gressest superstitions, 
and the /aiter were given up to the 
practice of every species of idolatry 
and wickedness. To establish Ciris- 
tianity on the wreck of Judaism and 
idolatry, it was necessary to lay the 
axe at the very root of these corrup- 
tions; consequently itracles must be 
wrought to effect so wonderfuja change ; 
and those who were converted from 
Jewish superstition and pagan idolatry 
would manifest their sincerity by an 
immediate renunciation of their false 
gods. Consider, for a moment, what a 
wonderful change was to be effected, 
and by whom it was to be effected. 
A few unletiered, despised fishermen, 
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. to -reform the. world ; to 
sanctioned by the 
‘authority of ages ; tocombat prejudices 

ited. with the habits and in- 


terests.of mankind, to strike at the very 


foundation of all those corrupt doctrines 
in which the fagan warld had been edu- 
cated, and which they deemed impreg- 
nable. Those surely, who were to be 
instrumental in accomplishing this ardu- 
ous and hazardous work must have 
been endowed with miraculous power 
from on high; and those to whom they 
preached the word of life, being either 
Jews or pagans; and consequently at- 
tached, by education and prejudice, to 
their respective-religions, if they were 
convinced by the apostles’. preaching, 


would immediately renounce. their 
idolatries and commence a new course 


of life ; but this, as we before remark- 
ed, would be but the commencement of 
of holiness. But these instances afford 


no manner of ground for the doctrine of 


instantaneous, or miraculous, conyer- 
sion, in ourday. hf any ene claims 
to have been miraculously _convert- 
ed, he must work some miracle to prove 
it, or we are bound not to believe him. 
Now to illustrate what we have said, 

by the example of St. Paul, whose con- 
version is often insisted on by _ those 
who hold to the doctrine of instantane. 
ous conversion as a proof that their 
doctrine is scriptural, he. tells us that 
he was born a Jew, and educated after 
the strictest sect of his religion, a pha- 
tisee. With strong prejudices against 
the Christian religion, he took delight 
in persecuting the early Christian con- 
verts; verily believing that he was 
thereby doing God service. The Al- 
mighty, by a most astonishing miracle, 
wrought the conversion of this furious 
bigot ;. that he might, as_God himself 
declared, * be a chosen vessel unto him, 
to bear his name before the Gen- 
tiles, and kings, and the children of 
Israel.” Acts. ix. 15. The miracle 
was sensible ; there was a voice from 


heaven, and a light above the bright- 
ness of the, sun at noon day ; and the 
men who were with him, saw the light. 
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Nothing, therefore, can be, built .upon 
this instance,to support the doctrine of 
instantaneous conyersion, in.our day. 
Beside, St. Paul himself regarded.this 
as but the. commencement of a life of 
holiness... Let. me.again refer you to 
his own language, long. after this, re- 
markable event;. ‘‘L press,’’.says. he, 
“ towards the mark ;”” ‘*I die daily ;” 
**Let us cleanse ourselves, perfecting 
holiness in the fearof God.”? Whatmean 
these declarations, if St. Paul,. im one 





mysterious, moment, was translated from § 


a state of sin, to a state of andefectible 
and salvable grace? The great danger 
arising from this erroneous doctrine is, 
that it leads men to trust toa precarious 
death-bed repentance ; than which 
nothing can. be more perilous. 

Having thus, my. dear sir, stated 
with as much breyity as the case would 
admit, what | conceive. to be the.true, 
scriptural. doctrine on. this swbject, 
namely, that the reformation of. the 
sinnet is progressive and not instantane- 
ous, I shall now endeavour .to show 
what I think is equally plain, from 
scripture, tbat the ‘operations of. the 
Spirit are not perceptible ; _ that is, we 
cannot perceive how or m what man. 
ner it operates on our hearts. We 
can only judge of the cause by the effect 
produced ; we can only judge the tree 
by its fruit, lf we bring forth the fruit 
of the Spirit, we may rest assured that it 
operates on our hearts, although we are; 
not otherwise, sensible of its operation 
Some persons pretend, as you observe 
that they can tell the precise mome 
when the Holy Spirit of God.so ope 
rated on their hearts that they at once 
hated all sin; they felt a sensible i 
pulse, an indescribable someibing with 
in them, which assured them that they 
werd in a state of grace. But this i 
not. to be relied on; > ‘it is visiona 
and vain.”’ Trances, visions, noises. 
dreams, mental agitations, glows. and 
raptures, which some mistake for the 
operations of the Holy Spirit, are gene 
rally the effect of a disordered ‘anc 
heated imagination, which may fre: 
quently be wrought up to such apitch 
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@ by extraneous circumstatices merely, 
that the deluded subject may fancy 
that he is under immediate, divine in- 
spiration. These feelings are stronger 
in youth than in age; in health, than 
in Sicknes$ ; in persons of weak judg- 
ment and nervous constitution, than in 
those of sound understanding and strong 
nerves. ‘*Christianity,’’ says a learn- 
ed divine,'*‘ is a religion of action, upon 
Mean § the foundations of principle and calm 
one ® reflection. This doctrine of perceptible 
from § conversion, reduces it toa religion whol- 
tidle ly of feelings, uncertain, variable, and 
METH unsatisfactory. A healthy or a weak 
at state of the body—hunger, or stimulat- 
ing diet animated or languid preach- 
ing-—solitude, or the communicated 
impulse of congregational enthusiasm— 
elevations, or depressions produced by 
a variety of circumstances, may exalt 
or abate a man’s opinion of his state 
before God, while it actually continues 
unaltered by any of these agencies. 

"| They are therefore inadequate and im- 
proper standards for measuring a sense of 
our Spiritual condition.” Our blessed 
Lord himself assures us, that we can 
only discover the operations of grace 
by its effects. ‘‘ The wind,” says he, 
**bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
€¢f not tell whence it cometh, nor whither 
MUST it goeth; so is every one that is born of 
the Spirit.” 

But, my dearsir, as you have asked 
my opinion on this important subject, I 
must beg your indulgence if I appear to 
be too tediously minute ; forl-wish to 
state my ideas on a matter of such vital 
concern, so as, if possible, not to be mis- 
understood. Let me now request your 
attention to the solution of this question 
—How can a person know whether he 
has been born of the Spirit? This is an 
inquiry of infinite importance ; for our 
sess Saviour says, ‘except a man be born 
a4 of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the ki of God.” John iii. 5. 
In order to come at a right solution of 

NG this question, we must know what are 
ae ay thas of the Spirit, as oppesed to 
ADVOCATE, VOL. II. 
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the work of the flesh; for ‘they are 
contrary the one to the other.” ‘Phen, 
by considering which of these two we 
perform, we shall be able to determine 
whether we are ina state of grace or 
not. It isnot by glows and raptures, 
as some have vainly imagined, that we 
can know of our conyersion, but it is 
by our actions, ‘*Now the works of 
the flesh,” says St. Paul, “‘ are mani- 
fest; which are these ; adultery, forni- 
cation, uncleanness, &c. &c. &e. of 
which I tell you before, as I have also 
told yoa in times past, that they which 
do such things shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God.” Gal. v. 19——21. 
We haye here a catalogue of vices, 
which are the works of the flesh, such 
as the unrenewed nature of man -is in- 
clined to practice, and which will ex- 
clude him from the kingdom of heaven. 
If, therefore, we habitually and willing- 
ly indulge in any of these, our nature 
is- unrenewed, and we cannot be in a 
state of grace. On the other hand, 
the fruits of the Spirit are love, joy, 

ace, long-suffering, gentleness, good. 
ness,” &c. &c, &c. Gal. v. 22—24. 
The apostle has here enumerated some 
of the fruits of the Spirit, and opposed 
them to the works of the flesh? Now in 
order to know whether we are “‘ born 
of the Spirit,” we have only to ine 
quire of ourselves, whether we bring 
forth its fruits. Have we crucified the 
flesh, with the affections and lusts? Do 
we love God and our neighbour? Are 
we in charity with all mankind ? “ for- 
bearing one another in love?” Are we 
temperate in all things? never abusing 
the blessings of Providence to the pam- 
pering our vicious appetites? Are 
we patient under our afflictions? Do 
we not habitually and wilfully con- 


tinue in any known sin? Do we strive, © 


as much as in us lies, to perform the 
whole will of God, relying on his grace 
to assist our feeble endeAvours? In a 
word, do we practice righteousness? If 
we do these, we may rest assured that 
we are under the gracious influences of 


God's Holy Spirit, although we cannot 
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tell the manner how, or the time when 
it operates on our hearts. ‘ Every 
one,”’ says the beloved apostle of our 
Lord, ‘that doeth righteousness is born 
of him.” 1 John, ii. 29. In like 
manner says St. Paul; ‘the fruit of 
the Spirit is in all goodness, and righ- 
teousness, and truth.”’ Ephes. v. 9. 
But we have not only the authority of 
the apostles for this doctrine, but also 
the declaration of our Saviour himself. 
In the passage which I have before 
cited, he compares the operations of 
the Spirit to the wind, of which we 
can only judge by the effects which it 
produces. ‘The words have been thus 
paraphrased by Dr. Campbell ; ‘ As if 
our Saviour had said to Nicodemus when 
he expressed his surprise that a man 
must be born again, and his ignorance 
of what it meant: ‘ Nor is there any 
thing in this, either absurd or unintel- 


_ligible. The wind, which in Hebrew 


is expressed by the same word as 
spirit, shall serve for an example. It 
is invisible ; we hear the noise it makes, 
but cannot discover what occasions its 
rise or its fall. It is known tous solely 
by its effects. Just so it is with the 
second birth. The Spirit himself, the 
great agent, is invisible; his manner of 
operating is beyond our discovery ; 
but the reality of his operation is per- 
ceived by the effects produced on the 
disposition and life of the regenerate 
person.’ ”” 

There are many, as 1 before remark- 
ed, who pretend to some sensible im- 
pulse, some internal feeling, which as- 
sures them that they are in a state of 
grace. Thisis a persuasion calculated 
to take with the young and ignorant, 
with persons of strong passions and 
weak nerves ; because if they can once 
bring themselves to believe that they 
have been made the favoured reci- 
pients of this divine afflatus, they feel 
confident that their salvation is secure, 
without any further effort on their part. 
But there is no authority in sense, or 
scripture, for this doctrine. “ It is in- 


deed,” says the eminent bishop Hors- 
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ley, ‘* a bewitching doctrine, which 
may easily steal upon the unwary ; 
upon men of a sanguine temper and of 

a weak judgment, because it seems to 
open a new source of comfort. But 
this persuasion is not of him that called 
us. It is visionary and vain. We have 
the express declaration of him, who 
alone has a perfect understanding of 
man’s nature and of God’s, who alone 
therefore understands the manner in 
which the divine Spirit acts on man’s; 
we have the express declaration of him 
who sends the Spirit into the hearts off 
his disciples, that its operation is nog. 
otherwise to be perceived than in its 
effects.” 

A want of attention, my dear sir, to 
this all important subject, as it is set 
forth in the scriptures, appears to be 
the source of your disquiet, as it has 
been that of many others within my 
knowledge. These persons to whom 
I allude were really serious and pious ; 
they were sensible that they must be 
converted, for so their bible taught 
them ; but having inadvertently imbib- 
ed the false notion that this change o 
heart is always sudden and percepti- 
ble, they were still in doubt whether 
they were really renovated or not ; be.Jg;, 
cause they had never experienced thosejay 
internal feelings, which some pretend}y¢ 
to. They waited, but waited in vainjy) 
for such a testimony of their conversion ;Jeq 
but by the blessing of God, they havekp; 
now more enlightened views, and arejf,} 
persuaded that they might have waitediq, 
for ever in vain, for such assurance ; 
their life and conduct now do honoug” | 
to their profession, which is a far less§yo, 
fallible test of their renewal. It-is the), 
duty of every minister of religion tolye, 
remove such doubts when they are illky, 
founded ; happy shall I be, if | am per4: g 
mitted to do it without giving any falseipy;. 
encouragement to the sinner. but 

Now with respect to conversion, if}, 
is obvious that it will show itself veryhe 
differently, in different individuals, ac4yo, 
cording as, their education and habit$tre, 
of life have been. A person, for infeg 
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rich § stance,? who has led a profligate and 
ry ;@ wicked life, who, from the effects of a 
d of § bad education, or the abuse of a good 
s to§ one, has been guilty of every species 
But § of vice, if at last he should be brought 
lied § to a sense of his guilt, will undoubted- 
ave § Jy manifest his deep contrition, by im- 
who § mediately renouncing his former habits, 
g off and commencing a new course of life. 
lone § But this, as I before remarked, is only 
r in§ the commencement of his renovation ; 
in’; he must still go on continually ** per- 
him § fecting holiness in the fear of God,” or 
is off he will never attain to the rewards of 
is NOF the righteous: 
n its— = On the other hand, a person born of 
pious parents, who used every method 
it, toB to instil into his infant mind the first 
3 Seti principles of religion ; who has always 
o bef been taught to reverence the Christian 
has institutions ; to love and fear his God ; 
} MY§to attend punctually on the services of 
yhom§ the church ; who has never been guilty 
ous ;fof any grossly immoral conduct; has 
st befbeen just, temperate and charitable ; 
wughtl such a person, growing up in this ha- 
nbib-Ibitual reverence for every thing sacred, 
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will experience no such sudden change 
as the abandoned and habitual profli- 
gate. Yet, I would ask, is his conver- 
; be-Esion the less real, becatise less sudden 
thosejand less perceptible ? Surely it is not. 
etendiit matters nothing how, or where, or 
| VaiNiwhen, this change was effected, provid- 
S10N ;fed it has actually taken place ; and 
havelthis can be determined only by the in- 
d arelfallible rule which f have before laid 
aitedidown, namely, by the fruits of the 
INCE WSnirit. 
onoum To set this subject in the clearest 
t les$possible light, I shall give you a very 
is thehappy illustration from the pen of the 
ion tOWenerable archbishop Sharpe ; a man 
are illeminent both for his talents and piety. 
n pers Suppose,” says he, “* a man. lan- 
‘ fals@puisheth under a tedious distemper, 
put though he follows the advice of 
on, IDhysicians, he doth not quickly mend ; 
{ veryYhe is sometimes better, at other times 
8, aCWorse ; but at last, with time and the 
habit$trength of nature, good prescriptions, 
OF Mfegularity, and God’s blessing, he by 
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degrees gets strength, recovers from 
his distemper, and, finds himself in a 
good state of health. But can the man 
thus recovered be sensible of the ex- 
act time he became a sound man ? 
He may remember his taking medi- 
cine, his sometimes growing better, 
and recovering at last, perhaps after 
several relapses, and yet not be able 
to name the punctual minute, day, or 
week, when he could on good grounds 
say he was cured of his disease. His 
health came gradually and insensibly, 
and when he lost all symptoms of sick- 
ness, he had cause to rejoice. But it 
would be idle for him to say, he be- 
came well at such an hour, or to be so 
confident of his health as to lay aside 
all fear of future danger, or to doubt 
of his recovery, because he cannot 
name the time, manner, or circum- 
stance with which it was effected.’’ 

This illustration is so plain, and so 
much to the point, as toneed no come 
ment. 

Thus, my dear sir, I have endea- 
voured to state my ideas respecting the 
questions proposed in your letter,‘ with 
as much clearness and precision as my 
humble talents would allow, without 
entering into any nice or critical inves- 
tigation of the use of disputed terms. 

I have given you, together with my 
own opinion, that of some of the most 
learned and pious men of my own 
church. Iam not so anxious that these 
sentiments should be found to corres- 
pond with yours or those of any other 
human and fallible being, as that they 
should be found to agree with the 
scripture of truth, that only rule of our 
faith. 

You will, therefore, not deem it 
amiss if I should request you not to 
take these things for granted, but, after 
the example of the Bereans, to ** search 
the scriptures, and see whether they 
are indeed so.” 

Above all, my dear sir, cherish those 
good feelings which are now excited in 


your breast; do nothing to “ grieve 


the Holy Spirit, but seek to retzin bis 
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gracious influences by continual watch- 
fulness over your thoughts and actions, 
and by frequent and fervent prayer to 
the Father of mercies. He is ever 
ready and willing to hear all those 
who approach him through the merits 
of his Son, ahd whatsoever you ask in 
his name, he has promised to grant. 
His arms are opened to receive every 
returning prodigal ; with the mest com- 
passionate tenderness he invites all who 
are ‘‘ weary and heavy laden to come 
unto~him, and he will give them rest.” 
Without his Holy Spirit aiding us, vain 
will be our endeavours to please him ; 
without it we can do nothing, but with 
it, we can do-al things. | 

Frequently let your thoughts dwell 
on the boundless love of God, in re- 
deeming lost and perishing sinners at 
such an infinite price as that of the sa- 
crifice of his dearly beloved, only, and 
eternal Son. Follow the precepts of 
this your God and Saviour in all things. 
Let his gospel be the rule of your faith 
and the guide of your life. Look to 
him continually for counsel and sup- 
port. Through the difficu!ties and dan- 
gers of life, he will be your guide ; 
through the dark velley of the shadow 
of death, he will be your support ; 
and he, and he alone, will present you 
pure and spotless before the throne of 
his Father, where you will dwell for 
length of days, even the days of eter- 
nity. 

That such may finally be your hap- 
py lot, is, dear sir, the sincere prayer 
of your friend and obedient servant. 


= 


To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 


REMARKS ON AN ENLIGHTENED ZEAL. 


Tue passing events of the day, and 
the peculiar circumstances and neces- 
sities of the church, have led me to 
address its members through the me- 
dium of your publication. [can only 
hope that the same causes will interest 


»~. them in what I am about to say. 


Successfully as 1 believe the church 


Remarks on an Enlightened Zeal. 


. 


[Jan. 


has hitherto been engaged in repelling 
the rude and often times wanton at- 
tacks of her adversaries, and in recom- 
mending her doctrines and ber disci- 
pline in spite of misrepresentation and 
calumny, | may now be permitted to 
call the attention of my byethren to 
a subject, which solely regards our- 
selves and our own duty. 

I have heard, too often heard, the 
ministers and members.of our church 
taxed with want of zeal by those who 
understood little of our character, and 
still less of the true nature of zeal it- 
self. It is well known, that, by some, 
this alleged want of zeal on our part, 
is “cited as an excuse for separating 
from our communion. But while I la- 
ment that our accusers should not 
have given us an example of the con- 
duct they recommended without se- 
parating from our communion, as it 
surely would have been better both for 
us and them, [ may be excused in en- 
deavouring to stir up my brethren to 
the manifestation of a zeal more accu- 
rately defined and better directed.— 
That zeal which preserves unity as well 
as fervour, and obedience as well as 
enthusiasm, has long been, and I trust 
will long continue to be, a characteris- 
tick of our holy church. Guided by 
prudence, and accompanied by know- 
ledge, earnestness and sincerity may 
well and naturally follow in train. 
But proverbially liable as all men are 
when released from ope errour to fall 
inito its opposite, | would wish in this 
manner to excite my brethren, those 
especially, who are entering upon re- 
sponsible stations in the church, to the 
exhibition of a spirit thus equally re- 
moved from Jukewarmness. and extra- 
vagance. Never, I believe, since the 
first planting of the church in our coun- 
try, was there greater need of an awa- 
kened and earnest zeal than there now 
exists ; and never greater necessity that 
that zeal should also be an enlightened 
one. I bless God, therefore, when | 
see sO many young men as there are 
at {his time pressing forward to enter 
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the sacred ministry of our church.- I 
bless him, too, for that wise provision 
in our discipline, which requires much 
and laborious study and investigation, 
before entering upon the awful and re- 
sponsible duties of the office. What 
] would therefore. beseech of my breth- 
en is, that, while engaged in those lite- 
rary pursuits necessary to their due dis- 
charge, and honourable in their coni- 
mencement, of the ministerial office, 
they would not forget how holy, how 
responsible, how interesting, and of 
how active a nature that oflice is. 
Were they to be. destitute of that ar- 


| dour which ought to flow from a true 


sense of the value of souls and the 
knowledge that the salvation of such is 
perhaps dependent upon them, they 
would find their acquisitions useless, 
and their prudence nugatory. *While 


‘so many, ardently attached to our 


church are calling in the language of 
supplication and entreaty for ministers 
to.come among them, methinks, that 
no fear, no causeless fear of temporal 
privations, should prevent the heralds of 
the gospel from seeking them out, un- 
der whatever difficulties, or admjnister- 
ing to their spirituaPwants, at the price 
of any self-denial how great soever. 
lam neither authorized by office, nor 
enabled by talent to press with suff- 
cient force or clearness upon the minds 
of candidates or the younger clergy, 
the great deprivations and pressing 
wants of thousands throughout our coun- 
try, who are, and have Jong begn, des- 
titute of the services and ministrations 
But having both 
seen and heard how great these wanis 
and deprivations are, | may, I do ex- 
hort them to great animation and ar- 
dour in the discharge of their. office. 
Shall not the poor be fed with spiritual 
food? or have they less need than 
others, of the support and consolations 
of the gospel ? And are there not some 
among us, who are willing to carry 
them that food, and supply them with 
those consolations, for the love of God, 
and the interest they feel in the prospe- 
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rity of his holy church ? 1 trust there 
are many such. I grust there are many 
who,when bearing the cries of the needy 
and the destitute, will thrill with anima- 
tion and desire, to answer the call, and 
be self-devoted to the duty, how arduous 
soever. ‘* J'o save souls’*—is not that 
a work earnestly and ardently to be 
sought for and discharged ? To feed the 
hungry with the bread of life—to in. 
struct the ignorant—to confirm the wa- 
vering—-to animate the depressed— 
and to rescue immortal souls from the 
vortex of sin and schism—bas such a 
work no charms? Is there aught to 
weigh in the opposing scale ; by which 
we can precisely ascertain the gain or 
loss, or be made to regret the hard. 
ship and privation ? 

_These things are not causelessly 
said : nor is my design either vague or 
ill-defined. Nor would I be thought 
thus to exhort others to strive, were it 
not that they should strive lawfully. 
But let us remember, that he that striv. 
eth, how lawfully soever, must not be 
too much “ entangled with the cares 
of this life,’ but be ** able to endure 
hardness as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ.” Let us remember that they 
who pray for more labourers in God’s 
harvest, pray for those who are la- 
bourers indeed: for those whose ‘* loins 
are girded, and whose lights are burn. 
ing.’’ Do the privations of the west 
discourage us? ** They are not so great 
as they seem to be :’’ thete is no lion 
in the way; nor are the mountains be- 
tween us and them impassable. And 
the more heralds of the gospel who go 
thither, the less arduous and extended 
will be their individual labours. Why 
then cannot our young men, at their 
first entrance on their sacred office, 
unincumbered with care, and unem- 
barrassed with worldly ligatures, as at 
that time they generally are, devote the 
‘* first fruits,’ of their ministry to the 
immediate extension of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, by self-devotion to missiona- 
ry duties. In this way they would, if 


_that be indeed necessary, learn more of 
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mankind, and more of the detail of 
their office, than by any other means. 
What though the reward be smatl—be 
nothing! do they forget that future 
kingdom of which they are the he- 
ralds ; and those future glories which 
they themselves announce ? Or are they 
unmindful what lustre there is in that 
crown, which shall encircle his head, 
who saves a soul from death? O let not 
then the mixture of worldly motives or 
interested views, either detract from its 
value, or dim its brilliancy. 

But let me conclude with the words 
of a prelate,* whose works I hope are 
much studied by those to whom my 
remarks are addressed. 

** There is no greater charity in the 
world than to save a soul: nothing 
that pleases God better, nothing that 
can be in our hands greater or more 
noble, nothing that can be a more last- 
ing and delightful honour, than that a 
perishing soul, snatched from the flames 
of an intolerable hell, and borne to 
heaven on the wings of piety and mer- 
cy by the ministry of angels, and the 
graces of the Holy Spirit, shall to eter- 
nal ages bless God and bless thee: 
Him, for the Author and Finisher of 
salvation ; and thee for the minister 
and charitable instrument. That bright 
star must needs look pleasantly upon 
thy face for ever, which was by thy 
hand placed there, and, had it not 
been for thy ministry, might bave ever 
been a sooty coal in the regions of 
sorrow.”’ 

TRAMONTANUS. 
To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 
THE NECESSITY OF MISSIONARY EXER- 
TIONS. 


I nave been highly pleased to observe 
that exertions are making in the Gos- 

] Advocate, to excite the members 
Bf our church to do something in the 
cause of missions; and I earnestly 
hope that these efforts will be success- 
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ful. The call upon our church to en- 


gage zealously in this cause is, at the 


present time, peculiarly urgent. From 
almost every quarter, both in our own 
country and abroad, the cry reaches 
our ears, ‘‘ Come over and help us.” 
The recent application from the dio- 
cese of Ohio, furnishes a specimen of 
the assistance that is greatly needed in 
many a desolate portion of the church. 
In this instance, some help has been 
afforded. Some contributions have been 
made towards the relief of those who 
hunger and thirst for the bread and the 
waters of life. But, we may still ask, 
what are these among so many wants 
as are to be supplied? More, much 
more, remains to be done, or many, 
whom it is in our power to furnish with 
the means of salvation, must continue 
destitute of those means, It is not 
enough, that we make one or two con- 
tributions for this object. There must 
be a regular system of operations, so 
that the wants of different places may. 
be searched out, and those that are the 
most pressing, supplied. 

It is not in Ohio alone, that portions 
of the church are suffering for the want 
of assistance. In our very neighbour- 
hood, there are churches that have long 
languished, and are almost ready to 
expire, but which might be revived by 
a little missionary aid. Very recently, 
an application was made from 4 neigh- 
bouring stale, for assistance in a case 
which promised peculiar benefits. And 
to show that there was nothing secta- 
rian in the objects of the application, 
it may be stated, that it was made 
by a person who is not himself a mem- 
ber of the episcopal church. Some 
assistance was rendered; and it was 
received in such a manner as to be 
peculfarly gratifying to those who 
were concerned in it, and to show 
that much good might be done, could 
more extensive aid be afforded. How 
long must such applications be turned 
aside, because we have no means of 
helping them? How long must the 
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destitute look to other denominations 
for aid; because we have nothing to 
give them? Surely, ‘* it is high time 
for us to awake out of our sleep,” and 
come up to the help of the Lord. 

Besides the wants of our own coun- 
trymen, those of the heathen world 
ought never to be forgotien. Are we 
never to take our stand among thé 
Christians of the old world and the new, 
who are engaged in the glorious work 
of spreading the knowledge of that 
“good news of great joy which shall 
be to all people?” It seems to me, 
that we have no right fo expect, either 
the growth of religion in our hearts, or 
the prosperity of the church aboui us, 
until we do soniething towards carry- 
ing the benefits of that religion to 
others. Shall we daily pray, ‘' Thy 
kingdom come,” in words which have 
come from the mouth of every Chris- 
tian, from the days of our Saviour 
until the present time, apd not lift a 
finger to aid in the extension of that 
kingdom ? Why then shall we not fear, 
that we shall be among the number 
of those, to whom the address is made, 
«« Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do 
not the things that I say 2?” 

I shall be told that the church is still 
feeble in our land, and its members 
exhausted by frequent demands upon 
them. Some have expended much in 
building churches ; others are oppressed 
with the difficulty of furnishing a sup- 
port to their own minister. I do not 
undervalue the exertions of those who 
have thus laboured to build up the 
church among us. I rejoice in seeing 
these fruits of their labours. But let 
me exhort them not to stay their hands 
from the work, while so much remains 
to be done. Where is the man who 
has done so much, that he cannot do 
something more, without feeling it as a 
burden upon himself or. his family ? 
Where is the man who has diminished 
augbt, I will not say from his comforts, 
but from his luxuries, that he might 

ust it into the treasury of the Lord ? 
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Were every member of our church to 
give a sum, which would be regarded 
as a trifle if it were expended on the 
pleasures or vanities of the world, it 
would supply the means that should 
make glad many a desolate portion of 
the vineyard of the Lord. And is it 
by giving sucha pittance, that the want 
of it is not even felt by us, that we are 
to show our readiness to forsake houses 
and lands, for the sake of that Saviour 
who died for our redemption ? Is this 
the sacrifice that we are prompted to 
make, by our love to him who laid 
down his life a ransom for us all ? 

We are told of the Christians in the 
days of the apostles, that ‘‘ neither 
said any of them that aught of the things 
that he possessed was his own.”” We 
are not indeed required, in the present 
age of the world, and the present state 
of society, to have ‘a community of 
goods. But surely something of that 
spirit and disposition of mind,’ which 
prompted them to lay down all at the 
apostles’ feet, ought to be found among 
us. Weexpect of the missionary who 
goes abroad .among the heathen, that 
he should partake largely of this spirit. 
He is called upon to leave, not only 
houses and lands, but kindred, and 
friends, and country, for the sake of 
Christ and his gospel. Why then 
should not we, who remain at home, 
surrounded by friends, and by the com- 
forts and Juxuries of life, why shou!d not 
we impart freely of our substance, even 
although we were to be obliged, by so 
doing, to fare less sumptuously every 
day, or to make some sacrifice of vanity 
or ostentation? Our divine Master, 
when on earth, had not where to lay 
his head ; and cannot we, who repose 
on beds of down, spare something for 
his service, when he calls upon us to 
aid in extending to others those heaven- 
ly blessings which he has imparted so 
freely to us? It was enough for his 
disciples to say to the owner of the 
ass, though a stranger, “‘ the Lord hath 
need of hing’’ and straightway he sent 
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him. Shall those who profess to be 
followets of Christ be less willing to 
surrender their property at his call ? 

After all; it is but returning to the 
Lord a small portion of the abundance 
with which he, has blessed us. ‘ Of 
thine own have we given thee,” will be 
the language of every Christian, as he 
contributes to the spreading of the gos- 
pel. Our property, as well as our lives 
and our talents, is but lent us, that it 
may be employed in the service of him 
from whom we receive it ; ‘and to him 
must an account be rendered of the 
manner in which ijt isemployed. Ah! 
what will that account be, if we spend 
it only in contributing to the gratifica- 
tion of worldly ‘pleasures, or in procur- 
ing worldly honours ? 

Connected with the subject of mis- 
sions is the duty of furnishing religious 
tracts and prayer books, and where 
they are not already supplied, bibles, 
to those who are unable to procure them 
for themselves. These supplies and 
missions should always go hand in hand. 
Religious tracts have often had a pow- 
erful influence in calling the attention 
of the thoughtless to the important con- 
cerns of feligion; and in places where 
the inhabitants are not provided with 
the regular administratiog of the word 
and ordinances of the gospel, the book 
of common prayer is peculiarly needed 
as a help to their publick and private 
devotions. All these objects will, there- 
fore, naturally engage the attention of 
the friends of missions. 

It seems hardly to be known, that an 
episcopal missionary society has been 
for several years incorporated and or- 
ganized in this state, with ample pow- 
ers forthe accomplishment of the objects 
of which we have spoken, provided the 
friends of the church will furnish the 


requisite funds. This society canappro- 


priate its funds, in distributing tracts and 
prayer books, orin supplying mission- 
aries to the destitute in our own country, 
as either. shal] be found most likely to 
bé useful ; or it may contribute to the 
support of foreign missions, either under 
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the direction of the society, or by com- 
bining with other societies. But it has 
no funds, and such has been the luke- 
warmness of the members of the church 
on this subject, that six years and a 
half have been suffered to pass away, 
since the incorporation of the society, 
with scarcely an effort to vaise them. 
There is now a prospect that a small 
sum will soon be obtained, from a le- 
gacy which was left for missionary pur- 
poses. ut unless this is increased by 
the contributiens of others, nothing ef- 
fectual can be accomplished. 

There is little doubt that in regard to 
foreign missions, at least, this society 
will be disposed to become auxiliary 
to that recently established by the 
general convention of the protestant 


‘episcopal church of the United States. 


We have, therefore, a reasonable pros- 
pect, that whatever sums any persons 
shall give, particularly for foreign mis- 
sions, will be appropriated for that ob- 


ject within ashort period of time. Inf 


the same manner, it will be in the pow- 
er of any one who shall prefer either of 
the other objects of the society, to 
specify to which of these several pur- 
poses his donations shall be applied; 
while those sums which are not particu- 
larly appropriatgd by the donors, will 
be applied by the officers of the society 
to such purposes as they shall think 
most conducive to the general prospe- 
rity of the church. 

I doubt not there are many who 
would be ready to do something | 
this cause, if they were fully aware ol 
the urgency of the case, and of the fa 
cility of doing good, when proper mea 
sures were adopted. With your leave 
therefore, I will suggest a plan fot 
bringing this subject more directly be 
fore the publick. 

I would propose that a meeting 
called, in this town, of all who may 
supposed to feel any interest in the 
cause, and let the whole subject bé 
laid before them. And since as ‘* irot 
sharpeneth iron, so a man sharpenel 
the countenance of his friend,’’ le 
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there be a free discussion of the subject. 
Then let a subscription be opened, in 
such a manner as to leave it at the op- 
tion of every subscriber to give to either 
of the objects that have been mentioned, 
or for the general purposes of the so- 
ciety. At the same time let a com- 
mittee be appointed to obtain farther 
subscriptions, both in this vicinity, and 
by correspondence with the friends of 
missions in other parts of the diocese. 
I cannot but hope, that by some such 
means as these, something effectual 
may be done in this important cause. 


S. 


a 


HE observations on the orthography 
of the word ‘** diocese,” in the strictures 
on our work, inserted in the number for 
November, have induced us to reprint, 
from the Episcopal Magazine, the fol- 
lowing communication from the injured 
letter E, which we understand was sent 
to the editor of that work by one of 


sour own correspondents. ] 


From the Episcopal Magazine, 
An unfortunate letter, which has lately 
been deprived of its rights in the dio- 
cese by the most crooked of its rela- 
tions, presumes to lay its case before 
you; being well aware that ycur love 
of truth and justice will incline you to 
acknowledge claims which are sup- 
ported not only by the united forces 
of analogy and ety mology , but also by 
the authority of alinost the whole bench 
of bishops. E. 
New York, June 7, 1820. 


DIOCESE. 


Dr. Jonnson, in his dictionary, 
spells this word in the singular ‘* dio- 
cess,’ and in the plural ‘ dioceses ;” 


mand he quotes Whitgift, Raleigh, and 


South, as authorities for the accepta- 
ion of the term. ‘This authority, 
owever, does not extend to the mode 
if spelling ; for though in the exam- 
les quoted he has introduced his own, 
3) ADVOCATE, VOL. II. 


Orthography of the Word Diocese. - $3 


he has thereby departed from the usage 
of his author, » 

‘‘ He muste of necessitie be enforced 
to allowe us.one byshop in every ci- 
lie, shifte afterwarde as well as we 
may for laying out a dioces.”” Whit- 
gitte. Defense of the Ecclesiasticall 
Regimen in Englande. Lond. 1574. p. 
70. 

** And this in mine opinion is as large 
a dioces as any bishop dothe at this day 
challenge. Yet by the waye needes 
muste | wonder at this peevishe or 
rather childishe spight, dryvyng us to 
prove that dioceses were governed by 
bishoppes in the apostles’ tyme, when 
not onely whole shyres, but scante one 
cilie was generally faythfull.” Ibid. 
p- 71. 

‘* The direction of a dioces’”—** for 
government of dioceses.” Ibid. p, 73. 

‘* But some man will say, perhaps, a 
diocesse is to large a province for one 
man to governe.”” Ibid. p. 77. 

** And thus much concerning dio- 
ceses."’ Ibid. p. 84. 

It appears, therefore, that archbishop 
Whitgiit wrote mgst commonly ‘ dio- 
ces,’" and once or twice * diocese,” 
but never as Johnson writes ‘* divcess ;’ 
not having any of Raleigh’s works at 
hand, I am unable to refer to them. As 
to South, the very passage quoted by 
Johnson makes against him as it re- 
gards._ orthogr aphy. 

«St. Paul looks upon Titus as ad- 
vanced to the dignity of a prime ruler 
of the church, and intrusted with a 
large diocese containing many. particu- 
lar churches under the immediate go- 
vernment of their respective elders ; 
and those deriving authority from his 
ordination.”? South’s Sermons, vol. i. 
Serm. v. p. 169. 

‘* He may teach his diocese who 
ceases to be able to preach to it.” Ibid. 
p. 174. 


. . + 
There are some authorities for ** dio- 


cess,’ but in that case the plural is 
formed regularly ‘‘diocesses.’ Thus 
In the injunctions by queen Eliza- 
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beth, 1569. “By the bishop ofthe 
dincess.” Sparrow's Collection, p. 69. 

In the act against the family of Love 
by the ‘same. ‘In their. several dio- 
cesses.” Ibid. p. 171. 

The Convocation A. 1606. “ Bi- 
shops*oveP them in every diocess.” 
Overall’s Convocatfén Book. Lond. 4to. 
1690. p. 262, 264. Ibid. ‘* Within 
their kingdoms, provinces and dioces- 
ses.” 

Many of the divines of the time of 
quecn Elizabeth and king. James 1. 
write ** diocesse,”’ forming the plural 
also regularly ‘* diocesses.” ‘Thus bi- 
shop Jewel says, ‘‘ even into mine own 
diocesse.”” Jewel, ans. to Cole. -Fol. 
P. 13. “Every diocesse is governed 

y one several! bishop.”’ Ibid. Defense 
of Apology of Church of England. p. 
ii. p. 87. So Field, the celebrated 
friend of the still more celebrated 
Hooker. ‘* Because being ministers 
unto the bishop, they were used by 
him for the viewing of such parts of 
his diocess as he could not conveniently 
come unto himselfe.” Field, of the 
Church.p. 493. Oxford. Fol. ed.3.1635. 

“Ifa bishop adventure to doe any 
act of jurisdiction out of his owne dio- 
cesse, &c. lhid. p. 497. 

‘Two words we finde in antiquity 
used to expresse the flocks of Christ— 
wapoinie and diojxmzic, that is, parish 
and diocesse.” Ibid. p. 501. 

** There the old dtocesse and bishops 
are in effect not abrogated, but a little 
altered.”” Bancroft’s Survey, 4to. 
Lond. 1593. p. 103. 

* Framing new diocesses to bee sub- 
ject unto them.”’ Ibid. p. 104. 

But the most common mode of spell- 
ing has been ‘* dioces,’”’ or ‘* diocese,” 
in the singular, amd ‘* dioceses’’ in the 
plural. | 3 

Thus Bridges, dean of Sarum in the 
reign of Elizabeth, afterwards bishop 


“of Oxford, says: ‘* Why should they 


not first go either to the bishop of the 
dioces, or further to the archbishop of 
the province?” Bridges’ Defence of 
Government established in the Church 
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of Eng. 4to. Lond. 1587. p. 1239, 
black letter. 

** As every bishoppe hath in his dic 
ces and in the partitions thereof as dio. 
ceses be now taken.” Ibid. p. 1240, 
‘* In the civill lawe—the worde dio 
cese is now and then taken for a pro- 
vince—but wee understand these terms 
of diocese and province othefwise, for 
a province to conteyne under it some 
numBer of dioceses.” 

So bishop Bancroft above quoted; 
** Every parish priest with them mu: 
bee a bishop; and have as full juris. 
diction in his parochiall dioces, as it i 
lawful for any bishop in the world eithe 
to have or to execute.’ Bancroft’ 
Survey. ut supra. p. 122. 

A writer of the same period, Bilson 
afterwards bishop “of Winchester, say 
** where wee have one bishop in 
diocese tied to the lawes of God, the 
church and the prince, you would hav 
three hundred in a diocese, in- somé 
more, all of equall power.’’ Bilsog 
Perpetual Gov. of Christ's Church 
Lond. 4to. 1593. p. 295. black letter 

“Your quarel indeede is not to the 
length. or breadth of their dioceses 
you dislike that a bishop should have 
any diocese at all.” Ibid. p. 320—32I 

** As the use of dioceses was ancient 
so the reason that first occasioned then 
wis inevitable.’’ Ibid. p. 32d, 

Hooker writes thus also: “ The 
church where the bishop is set wit 
his college of presbyters about him, we 
call a see; the local compass of hi 
authority, we term a diocese.”’ Hooker 
Eccl. Pol. B. vii. Fol. Lond. 1723. pa 
357. passim. 

“Every such part was termed 
diocese—dioceseof Asia—diocese of A 
rica,” &c, Ibid. p. 358. passim. 

Bishop Hall: ‘** Did ever any of out 
prelates challenge all the world as hig§ 
diocese?” Hall, apology against Brown 
ists. sect. 29, 

‘“‘ The clergy of the several dioceses. 
Episc. by Divine Right. part ii. sec. ! 

Bingham’. ‘Another division of th 
Roman empire was into provinces angi 
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dioceses.” Bingham. Antiq. Chr. Cbh. 
b. ix. cap. 1.s. 3. and so passim. 

This list of authorities might be ex- 
tended, but | forbear from the fear of 
overburdening the subject, and shall 
now consider to what conclusion we 
are led by analogy. 

The regular formation of the plural 
from diocess, would make it ** dioces- 
ses,’ nt ** dioceses.’ Thus wtness, 
witnesses, excess, excesses, success, suc- 
cesses, abbess, abbesses, weakness, weak- 
nesses, process, processes, &c. 
consistent, therefore, Johnson should 
have wrilten either diocese, dioceses, 
or diocess, diocesses. If the latter were 
to be preferred, why should we not also 
write diocessan, instead of diocesan 7 

Diocess seems also to be as contrary 
to etymology as it is to analogy; for by 


what rule can the termination “ cess” 


be formed from x»eis? Can any in- 
stance of a like derivation be produced 
from our language ? J. 
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For the Gospel Advocate. 
TO THE WILD AMARANTH. 

The rose, that gave its perfume to the gale, 
And triumph’d, for an hour, in gay parade, 
Pride of Damascus, bright imperial flow’r, 

Was born to fade! 
Shorn of its bloom, and rifled of its pow’r, 
Sear’d by the blast, and scattered in the vale! 
So youth shall wither, beauty pass away! 
The bloom of -health, the flush of mantling 

pride ! 

Nor wealth, nor skill, nor eloquence, can save, 

From swift decay ! 
Beauty and youth are dust, to dust allied, 
And time returns its tribute to the grave! 


Pale, unobtrusive tenant of the field! 

Thy fair, unsullied form shall still remain, 

Mid summer’s heat, and autumn’s chill career, 
And winter’s reign. 

Ev’n the first honours.of the floral year, 

To thee alone shall gay Narcissus yield, 

Fair emblem art thou of the spotless breast ! 

Like thee, unfading flow’r, shall virtue bloom, 

When youth and all its bustling pride repose, 
Deep in the tomb! 

When beauty’s cheek shall wither, like the 

rose, 
And beauty’s sparkling eye shall be at rest. 


=== 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Extracts from the journal of the proceedings 
of the bishops, clergy, and laity, of the 
protestant episcopal church in the United 
States of America, in a special general 
convention, held in St. 2eter’s church, in 
the city of Philadelphia, from the thirtieth 
day of October, to the third of November, 
inclusive, A. p. 1821. 


OUSE OF CLERICAL AND LAY DEPUTIES. 


October 30, 1821. 
The house proceeded to the election of a 
president, secretary, and assistant secretary, 
en it appeared that the reverend William 
. Wilmer, D. p. was chosen president, the 
eyerend Ashbel Baldwin, secretary, and 
he reverend J. C. Rudd, assistant’secretary. 
Qu motion, the rules of order, adopted by 
¢ last genera] convention, were adopted as 
he rules of this convention, 
October 31. 
The house attended divine service in St. 
eter’s church. | 
The report of the trustees of the theological 
minary was read. 
_A message was received from the house of 
shops, relative to the call of this special 
onvention, and accompanied by certain do- 





cuments relating to the same subject, which 
were read. 

On motjon, Resolved, That the papers re- 
ceived from the house of bishops, relative to 
the theological sensinary, and the report of 
the trustees of the seminary, be referred to 
a committee of seven on the part of this 
house, and that the house of bishops be re- 
spectfully requested, to appoint such number 
of their own body as they may think proper, 
to be, with the members appointed on the 
part of this house, a joint committee on the 
said papers and the matters therein contain- 
ed. 

The following gentlemen were appointed 
the committee : Duncan Cameron, esquire, 
Richard Harison, esquire, colonel Alexander 
Jones, reverend Daniel Burhans, reverend 
David Butler, reverend Dr. Wharton, reve- 
rend Dr. Gadsden. This resolution was sent 
to the house of bishops. 

A message was received from the house of 
bishops, informing this house of their concur- 
rence with the resolution proposing a joint 


committee, and that the right reverend bish- » 


ops Hobart and Kemp had been appointed 
on the part of their house. 


The report of the presiding: bishop on the 
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subject of a standard copy of the book of 

common prayer, was read, and referred to a 

select committee. 

November 1—1 o'clock, P. M. 

This being thanksgiving day, the mem- 
bers attended divine service im the different 
churches. 

The house met. 

_ The report of the managers of the mis- 
sionary society was presented and read. 

On motion of the reverend Simon Wilmer, 
it was referred to a committee. 

The reverend Mr. Boyd, reverend Dr. 
Jarvis, and reverend Simon Wilmer, were 
appointed the committee. 

November 2. 

Duncan Cameron, esquire, from the com- 
mittee on the theological seminary, made the 
following report, which was read. 

The committee, to whom was referred 
the communications relative to the general 
theological seminary, having had the same 
under consideration, report the following con- 
stitution for the general theological seminary 
of the protestant episcopal church in the 
United States of America. 

Constitution of the general theological semi- 
nary of the protestant episcopal church in 
the United States of America. 

1. The theological seminary of the pro- 
testant episCopal church in the United States 
of America, shall ‘be permanently established 
in the state of ‘New York. ‘The trustees of 
the said seminary shall have power, from 
time to time, to establish one or more branch 
schools in the state of New York, or else- 
where, to be under the superintendance and 
contro! ‘of the said trustees. 

u. The management of the said seminary 
shall be vested in a board of trustees, who 
shall have power to constitute professorships, 
and to ajapoint the professors, and to prescribe 
the course of study in the respective schools, 
and tc make rules and regulations, and sta- 
tutes for the government thereof; and ge- 
nerally to take such measures as they may 
deem necessary to ifs prosperity ; provided, 
that euch rules and regulations, and course of 
stady, and measures, be not repugnant to 
the constitution and canons of the church, 
and to the course of study for candidates 
for orders, which is.or may be established 
by the house of bishops. The bishops, in 
their individual and collective capacity, shall 
be visitors of the seminary, and shall sce 
that the course of instruction and discipline 
be conducted agreeably to the foregoing 
provision. The trustees shall make report to 
every general convention of their proceedings, 
and of the state of the seminary. 

111. Thesboard of trustees shall be perma- 
nently constituted, as follows. ‘The bishops 
of the church shall be ex-officio members 
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of the board. Every diocese shall be entitled 
to one trustee, and one additional trustee for 
every eight clergymen in the same; and to 
one additional trustee for every two thousand 
dollars of moneys in any way giveo or con- 
tributed in the same, to the funds of the semi- 
nary, until the sum amounts to ten thousand 
dollars; and one additional trustee for every 
ten thousand dollars of contributions and do- 
nations, as aforesaid, exceeding that sum, 
The trustees shall be resident in the dioceses 
for which they are appointed. They shall 
be nominated by the diocesan conventions 
respectively, to every stated general conven- 
tion, who may confirm or reject such nomi- 
nations. ‘The senior bishop present shall pre- 
side at every mecting of the board of trustees ; 
and whenever demanded, by a majority of 
the bishops present, or a majority of the cle- 
rical and lay trustees present, the concurrence 
of a‘majority of the bishops present, and a 
majority of clerical and Jay trustees present, 
shall be necessary to any act of the board, 
Eleven trustees shall constitute a quorum. 
The trustees shall continue iv office until 
their successors are appointed. In the in- 
terval between the stated meetings of the 
general convention, the board shall have 
power to supply all vacancies, from the dio- 
ceses respectively, in which they may have 
occurred. 

1v. For the present, and until the nex 
stated general convention, the board of trus 
tees shall consist of the bishops of the church, 
and of the twenty-four trustees of the general 
theological seminary,heretofore established by 
the general convention, and of fourteen trus- 
tees chosen by the managers of the protes 
tantyepiscopal theological education socic 
ty in the state of New York. These trus 
tees shall exercise the powers of the perma 
nent board, as detailed in the foregoing arti 
cle, and agreeably to the provisions thereof. 

The board of trustees shall always meet 
in the diocese where the seminary is estab 
lished, at such stated periods as they may 
determine; and special meetings may b¢ 
called by the bishop of the said diocese, ané 
shall be called by bim at the requisition o 
a majority of the bishops. 

v. The professors of the general theolo 
gical seminary heretofore established by t 
general convention, and the professors in tt 
theological seminary in the diocese of Ne 
York, shall be professors in the general theo 
logical seminary hereby established in tha 
diocese. 

The board of trustees shall have power t 
remove professors.and other officers ; but 
professor shall be removed from office, e 
cept at a special meeting of the board calle 
to consider the same; vor unless notice of 2 
intended motion for such removal, and of 
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grounds thereof shall have been given at a 
previous meeting of the board. The nomina- 
tion of professors shal] be made.at one meet- 
ing of the board of trustees, and acted upon 
at a subsequent meeting; due notice being 
given of the object of the said meeting to 
every member of the board. 

vi. The funds and other property, and 
claims to funds or property of the general 
theological Seminary, heretofore established 
by the general convention, shall be vested in, 
and transferred to the general seutinary here- 
by established, as soon as an act of the board 
of managers of the protestant episcopal theo- 
logical education society, in the state of New 
York, shal] vest in and transfer to the same 
seminary, all their funds, and other property, 
and claims to funds and property—and all en- 
gagements and responsibilities entered into, 
or assumed by either of the said institutions, 
for the purpose of their foundation, consistent 
with the other provisions of this constitution 
shall be considered as binding upon the gene- 
ra] seminary, so established within the state 
of New York. 

vi1. This constitution shal] be unalterable, 
except by a concurrent vote of the board of 
trustees, and of the general convention. 

The house proceeded to the consideration 
of the proposed constitution, which passed a 
first and second reading. 

A message was received from the house 
of bishops, informing this house that they had 
unanimously adopted the constitution of the 
general theological seminary of the protes- 
tant episcopal church in the United States 
of America, as reported by the committee 
to whom were referred all papers relative to 
the subject. 

Evening. 

The house resumed the consideration of the 
constitution of the general theological semina- 
ry, which was read a third time, and adopted, 
as reported by the committee, and notice sent 
to the house of bishops. 

Mr. Meredith, from the committee on the 
subject of a standard copy of the book of 
common prayer, reported the following re- 
solution, which was adupted and sent to the 
house of bishops. 

Resolved, by the house of clerical and lay 
deputies,the house of bishops concurring, That 
a joimt committee of one or more bishops to 
be appointed by the house of bishops, aad of 
three members of the house of clerical and lay 
deputies to be appointed by the house last 
mentioned, be authorized during the recess of 
the general convention, to superintend the 
printing 6f an edition of the book of common 
prayer, correcting and supplying therein any 
errours and omissions in the edition heretofore 


established as the standard book, and intro- 


t 
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ducing a table of the days on which Easter 
will fail for thirty eight years, being the time 
of two cycles of the moon, as reported by the 
presiding bishop to this convention ; and that 
in the choice of an edition for this purpose, 
the said committee for the sake of greater 
accuracy, give a preference to one to be 
printed from stereotype plates, aud authenti- 
cate the same by their certificate. 


The committee also proposed a canon,’ 


** providing for a new and more complete 
and correct standard of the book of common 
prayer,” which was adopted and sent to the 
house of bishops. 


November 3. 


The reverend Mr. Henshaw, from the 
committee on the proposed substitute for the 
present constitution of the missionary society, 
reported the substitute sent from the house 
of bishops, with some amendments, which 
were considered, and the constitution as 
amended was sent to the house of bishops. 

A message was received from the house 
of bishops, proposing further angendments to 


the, constitution of the missionary society,. 


which were concurred in by this house, and 
notice of concurrence sent to the house of 
bishops, and the constitution as amended was 
finally adopted. 

The house proceeded to the choice of twenty 
four directors and two secretaries of the mis- 
sionary society. 

Flt was our intention to insert the consti- 
tution of the missionary society and the list 
of officers, but we are obliged to defer them 
to the next number. } 

On motion, Resolved, That the thanks of 
this house be presented to the president and 
secretaries for the services rendered by them 
respectively, during the present session. 

The house of bishops informed this house 
that they were ready to rise, and proposed 
elosing the session by prayer. This house 
informed the house of bishops that they were 
ready to unite in the proposed devotions. 
The house of bishops then attended in this 
house, and prayer was performed by the 
presiding bishop, after which’ he addressed 
the convention in the following words : 


Brethren of this convention,—I take the 
liberty of giving vent to the feeling which 
possesses me, at the Conclusion of our session. 

I have attended all the meetings of the 
general conventions, from the beginning of 
our organization, On some of those occa- 
sions, we assembled with apprehensions in 
the minds of many judicious men who had 
the interests of the church at heart, that the 
deliberations would be disturbed by angry 
passions, and end in disunion. In every in- 


stance, the reverse was the issue: which led 
me to hope, that there was in this matier a 
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vente ofthe promise of the 
the church, of being with her to the end of 
the world. 

The reason of this call of your attention to 
the fact stated, is the harmony with which 
we are concluding ‘the present session; after 
having met with diversity of sentiment on 
some important points; on which, in conse- 
quence of mutual concession, and the merg- 
ing of local attachments in the great object 
of general good, we are now separating with 
confirmed zeal tor the great cause in which 
we are engaged; to be followed, it is to be 
hoped, by renewed endeavours for its advance- 
ment, each of usin his proper sphere. 

With this prospect before me, | invite you 
to lift your hearts and your voices, in singing 
to the praise and glory of God, a psalm ap- 
propriate to the occasion. 

The members _of both houses then united 
in singing the 133d psalm—after which the 
benediction was pronounced, and fhe house 


adjourned, sine die. 


HOUSE OF BISHOPS. 


October 30, 1821. 


The reverend William Augustus Muhlen- 
berg was chosen secretary to the house, 
A message was received from the house of 
clerical and lay deputies, that they were or- 
ized and ready to proceed to business, 
whereupon this house returned for answer 
that they were also ready to proceed to busi- 
ness, and had agreed to attend divine service 
every day during the session. 


October 31. 


The bishops attended divine service. Pray- 
ers were read by the reverend doctor Wyatt, 
and a sermon was delivered by the right 
reverend bishop Kemp. The holy commu- 
nion was administered by the right reverend 
the presiding bishop, assisted by the other 
bishops present. 

The presiding bishop stated to the house 
that: in consequence of the request of the 
major number of the bishops, grounded on an 
application made to them by the trustees of 
the theological seminary, herewith presented, 
and agreeably to authority vested in him, he 
had called this special gonvention. 

The presiding bishop made a report “on 
certain matters referred to him by the last 
general convention, to take order.” Where- 
upon the house adopted the proposal in the 
said report with regard to a standard book 
—and appointed the presiding bishop on the 
part of this house, a committee to carry the 
same into effect. 

_ A message was received from the house of. 
clerical and lay deputies, that they had 
adopted a resolution to refer all papers re- 
lative to the general theological seminary to 
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great Head of a committee of seren members; whereupon 


this house ‘concurred. in the. resolution, and 
appointed bishops Hobart and Kemp to act 
on the part of this house, with the aforesaid 
committee, 


November 1. 

This being thanksgiving day, the bishops 
attended divine service in the several 
churches. __ 

The presiding bishop made a communica- 
tion relative to the missionary society. 

The house adopted an opinion on the use 
of part of the communion service, which was 
sent to the house of clerical and lay deputies. 


November 2. 


The report of the committee, to whom 
were referred all papers relative to the theo- 
logical seminary, was read; whereupon the 
house unanimously resolved to adopt the 
constitution of the general theological semi- 
nary of the protestant episcopal church in 
the United States of America, as reported by 
the committee—and gave notice thereof to, 
the house of clerical and lay deputies. 

The report of the managers of the general 
missionary society was read, 

{With this report were communicated 
letters from the secretaries of the London 
society for propagating the gospel, the so- 
ciety for promoting Christian knowledge, 
and the church missionary society, expressing 
their satisfaction at the formation of this so- 
ciety, and accompanied by copies of several 
of the publications of these societies. That 
from the church missionary society also gave 
notice that the directors have appropriated 
two hundred pounds sterling to aid this 
society. ] ‘ 

A message was received from the house of 
clerical and lay deputies, with an alteration 
of the constitution of the genera] missionary 
society ; whereupon this house disagreed to 
the proposed alteration, and adopted a sub- 
stitute for the present constitution, and sent 
it to the house of clerical and lay deputies. 

The house adopted ‘a resolution and a 
canon respecting a standard book, received 
from the house of clerical and lay deputies, 
and appointed the presiding bishop on the 
part of this House, a committee to carry the 
resolution into effect. 


November 3. 


The house returned thanks to the right 
reverend bishop Kemp for his discourse, de- 
livered at the opening of the convention, and 
requested a copy of the same for publication. 

The constitution of the domestick and foreign 
missionary society of the protestant episcopal 
church in the United States of America, after 
undergoing amendments proposed by ‘the 
house of clerical and lay deputies, was finally 
adopted. 
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The house of clerical and lay deputies sent 
the names of certain persons chosed directors 
and officers of the missionary society, which 
this house concurred in by ballot. 

++ Resolved, That the thanks of the house 
be given to the secretary for the attention 
and ability with which he has discharged the 
duties of his office.” 

The convention being ready to rise, the 
house adjourned to the house of clerical and 
lay deputies. After which the convention 
adjourned, sine die. 





The thirty-eighth annual convention of 
the diocese of New Jersey assembled in St. 
Andrew’s church, Mount Holly, on the twen- 
ty-second and twenty-third days of August, 
1821. it appears, from the journal, that 
there are now, within the diocese, fourteen 
clergymen, viz. the bishop, ten presbyters, 
and three deacons ; and that there are twen- 
ty-five congregations, besides the few episco- 
palians scattered in Amwell, Woodbury, and 
some other towns, fifteen of which enjoy the 
stated ministrations of clergymen. ‘I'he rest 
are kept alive by the occasivaal visits of mis- 
sionaries, and by the practice, which cannot 
be too much commended, of having the 
church service regularly, every Sunday, and 
a sermon read by some pious and respecta- 
ble member ofthese little flocks. The litur- 
gy constantly used, will preserve a church in 
the worst of times. ‘This has been strikingly 
evinced in the state of New-Jersey. Origi- 
nally settled by the Swedes and Dutch, and, 
when it became an English province, inhabit- 
ed chiefly by quakers and baptists, it was 
not till the year 1704, that any congregation 
existed there in communion with the church 
of England. When the revolutionary war 
commenced, a few scattered congregations 
had been formed under six or seven mission- 
aries, sent over by the society for propagat- 
ing the gospel. ‘That event operated there, 
as it did every where else. ‘The connexion 
of the church with the state of England, led 
to the persecution of the flocks, and the dis- 
persion of the shepherds. The destitute con- 
gregations were like sickly hot house plants, 

hich withered under the chilling influences 
of desertion, poverty, and reproach. In this 
ondition they have continued to preserve a 
rail and tremuious life, even till the present 
moment. The first bishop was consecrated 
n 1815, and there were then barely enough 
lergyimen in the diocese, to constitute the 
anonical number of electors. Compared 
ith this state of things, the growth of the 
hurch, for the last six years, has been rapid, 
hough it has consisted principally in the reno- 
ation of decayed and destitute congregations. 
On Friday, September 22, [1820,] I visit- 
d,> says the bishop, * the episcopalians at 


a 
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Amwell, and preached at the house of Mr, 
Robert Sharp; and on Sunday the 24th, I 
also visited St. Thomas’s church at Alexan- 
dria, at which I performed divine service 
and preached, twice. This congregation, i 
rejoice to say, has, through divine goodness, 
risen from a state bordering on extinction, to 
one comparatively prosperons. {t has in- 
deed so much improved, that it is not only 
repairing its church, which was literally in 
ruins, but enjoys already the stated services 
of the reverend Mr. Dunn, for a portion of 
his time. 

** Shortly after, on the twenty-eighth of the 
same month, I visited St. Peter’s church, 
Perth-Amboy, and administered the apostol- 
ick rite gf confirmation; on which occasion, 
l also preached. The number confirmed was 
twenty-eight. St. Peter’s church preserves 
its standing, and has, within a few years, cons 
siderably increased. 

** On Friday, the twentieth of the succeed- 
ing month, I yisited the episcopalians at 
Woodbury, and preached in the evening; 
and on Sunday, the fifth of November, | also 
visited St. Peter’s church, at Berkeley, and 
performed the same service. 

‘t The day following, I repaired to Salem, 
and on Tuesday, the seventh of November, 
I held an ordination in St. John’s church, in 
that town, preached on the occasion, and 
admitted to the holy order of priests, the 
reverend Richard F. Cadle, rector elect of 
that church, and of St. George’s church, 
Pennsneck. On the succeeding day, | insti+ 
tuted Mr. Cadle into the rectorship of the 
church first named.” 

Salem was one of the missionary stations 
established by the society for propagating 
the gospel, in 1722. For more than filty 
years of the century which hath now elapsed, 
it has been without a clergyman. Yet from 
the. report of the rector, it appears, that there 
are twenty-eight families now belonging to 
the church. ‘* The revival,” says the bish- 
op, **and thus far, the restoration of this 
respectable, though not numerous congrega- 
tion, which, with the exception of a short 
time, had been for more than fifty years 
without a rector, and in a state but little re. 
moved from extinction, whose church indeed, 
for a considerable pegjod, had lain in ruins, 
the common resort of birds and beasts : the 
revival, | say, and re-establishment of this 
church, and the neat and decorous style in 
which its building has been repaired, are not 
only matter of surprise, but of joy, and grati- 
tude to God for his goodness, and cannot but 
encourage and animate us to renewed exer- 
tions, in our endeavours fo build up our de- 
cayed and wasle places.” 

The rector mentions an unpleasant circum- 
stance which, for a time, threatened the 
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peace and prosperity of the church. “A 
plea,” he observes, ** had been set up, that 
a few years ago, when the church was re- 
paired, the privilege of occasionally inviting 
the ministers of one or two other religious 
societies to officiate in it, had been granted 
to those who contributed to its repairs ; and, 
under this plea, the exercise of the privilege 
had not only been claimed, but in some cases, 
actually carried into effect, regardless of the 
proper authority of the church. As, how- 
ever, no record of such stipulation existed ; 
as it had never before been heard of, by some, 
who took an active part in the repairs of the 
church; and as such grant, if inadvertently 
made, was contrary to the canons of the pro- 
testant episcopal church, and could not there- 
fore be binding ; the officers of the church, 
as guardians of its rights, could not but re- 
ject such plea, and maintain the exclusive 
authority of episcopalians to the edifice. 
That not only have its rights, therefore, been 
preserved inviolate, but its interests do not 
appear to have suffered; and it is, he con- 
cludes, a matter of satisfaction to report, 
that its services are constantly attended by 
a respectable congregation.” 

On Sunday, the twenty-eighth of January, 
1821, the bishop visited St. Peter’s church, 
Spotswood. And he repeated his visit the 
twenty-sixth of May following. ‘“ The 
church at Spotswood, always small, and un- 
able of itself to support a minister, has, from 
this circumstance, and other causes, rather 
declined than advanced. It is, however, not 
very different from its former condition. The 
ancient building, in which -the forefathers of 
the present congregation worshipped God, is 
now*put into excellent repair; and the day, 
I trust, is not very distant, when it will be 
supplied, in part, with a minister. 

“IT visited on Whitsunday (the tenth of 
June) the congregation of Christ church, at 
Newton, in Sussex; preached twice, and 
administered the sacrament of the Lord’s 
supper. This congregation, almost lost to 
our communion, has, within a few months, 
revived ; and is comparatively flourishing. 
The reverend Mr. Dunn, their minister, re- 
sides in Newton, and officiates two Sundays 
out of four. The people are attentive, and 
there is every prospect that its re-establish- 
ment will be permanent. 

“From Newton, in company with Mr. 
Dunn, I visited St James’s church, Know}- 
ton. Here I preached, and, assisted by Mr. 
Dunn, who is the minister of this church also, 
J administered the communion. St. James’s 
church, though long vacant, was not reduced 
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to so low an ebb, as the church at Newton, 
and bids fair, under the siniles of Providence, 
and the care and exertions of its pastor, to 
become one among the large and respectable 
churches in the diocese.” ‘ 

June 24. The bishop Visited St George's 
church, Pennsneck. This church was placed 
under the pastoral care of Mr. Cadle, the 
seventh of November, 1820, previous to 
which, it had, with a small exception, been 
vacant nearly thirty-five years. It now con- 
sists of thirty families, has a neat brick edi- 
fice for publick worship, nearly new, a con- 
siderable-fund also, and is increasing both in 
numbers and piety. 

July 1. The bishop visited St. Mary’s 
church, Colestown, near Burlington, and 
preached to a numerous, respectabte, and 
attentive congregation. ‘ This church,’ he 
says, ** though vacant, with some exceptions, 
for many years, bas, in common with the 
other vacant congregations, been occasionally 
served by missionaries and the clergymen of 
the neighbouriug churches, Jn consequence 
of which, it has not only been preserved to | 
our communion; but has suffered little or 
no diminution. The day is not far distant, 
I hope, when, with the divine blessing, it 
will enjoy the stated adwinistration of the J 
word and sacraments.” Facts of this kind J 
are worth volumes to show the importance 
of making exertions for the support of mis- j 
sionaries in destitute parishes. 

The last church which the bishop visited, } 
previous to the convention, was St. Michaei’s § / 
church, Trenton. This congregation, * till} 
within the last seven or eight years, quite 
small, has become one of the most respecta- J 
ble in the diocese, as to numbers, order, and 
attention to divine service.” The number] 
of families is now about seventy-five, and the 
number of communicants fifty-five. It has aj 
Sunday school, consisting of nearly two hun-§ 
dred pupils, who are managed and taught 
with much regularity andorder. ‘The report] 
of the rector states, “* that it is in contem- 
plation to erect a building in the vicinity of 
the church, for the more commodious ar-] 
rangement and instruction of the school ; and 
that subscriptions have already been obtained 
to an amount almost sufficient to defray the 
expense of it ; it further states, that it is but 
justice to remark, that the pleasing improve- 
ment, abovementioned, has Leen effected 
chiefly through the exertions and perseve-§},., 
rance of a smal] number of ladies in the con- the 
gregation, to whom much gratitude is due."§’, 

(Yo be eoutinued in our next.) - 
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